BRITISH VALUES:
INDIVIDUAL LIBERTY

Southborough High School

What is individual
liberty?
• The liberty of an individual to exercise freely
those rights generally accepted as being
outside of government control
• In Britain we have individual liberty

Malala Yousafzai: An example of
Individual Liberty
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It has only been five years since Pakistani schoolgirl
Malala Yousafzai wrote an anonymous diary about
life under Taliban rule in north-west Pakistan.
Since then she has been shot in the head by the
militants, and has become the youngest person
ever to win the Nobel Peace Prize.
Accepting the award in Oslo on 10 December, she
said she was "humbled" and proud to be the first
Pashtun and the first Pakistani to win the prize. She
also joked that she was probably the first winner
who still fought with her younger brothers.
Malala Yousafzai first came to public attention
through that heartfelt diary, published on BBC
Urdu, which chronicled her desire to remain in
education and for girls to have the chance to be
educated.
When she was shot in the head in October 2012 by
a Taliban gunman, she was already well known in
Pakistan, but that one shocking act catapulted her
to international fame.
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She survived the dramatic assault, in which
a militant boarded her school bus in
Pakistan's north-western Swat valley and
opened fire, wounding two of her school
friends as well.
The story of her recovery - from delicate
surgery at a Pakistani military hospital to
further operations and rehabilitation in the
UK, and afterwards as she took her
campaign global - has been closely tracked
by the world's media.
She was discharged from hospital in
January 2013 and her life now is
unimaginably different to anything she may
have envisaged when she was an
anonymous voice chronicling the fears of
schoolgirls under the shadow of the
Taliban.

Malala Yousafzai
• She was named one of TIME
magazine's most influential
people in 2013, put forward
for the Nobel Peace Prize in
2013, won the European
Parliament's Sakharov price
for Freedom of Thought and
her autobiography "I Am
Malala" was released last
year
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Amid the outpouring of global support she was flown to
the UK and at the Queen Elizabeth Hospital in the city of
Birmingham she received specialist treatment and had a
titanium plate fitted as well as a cochlear implant in her
skull to help her hear.
She began attending Edgbaston High School in March and
her father has been given a job with the Pakistani
consulate in Birmingham for three years.
But she has continued her campaign and taken it around
the world.
A fund set up in her name helps children in education
around the world. Among other trips, she has travelled to
Nigeria, meeting President Goodluck Jonathan to press for
action to free the 200 girls held by Boko Haram Islamist
militants.
It is all a far cry from the girl who wrote in her diary only
four years ago: "Today, I also read my diary written for the
BBC in Urdu. My mother liked my pen name Gul Makai. I
also like the name because my real name means 'grief
stricken'.“
The men that shot Malala were trying to interfere with her
individual liberty and her right to go to school

Malala Yousafzai
• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CXvs1vwi
D0M

