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WEEKLY NEWSLETTER FROM SOUTHBOROUGH HIGH SCHOOL 

 
WORD FROM THE HEADTEACHER 

FRIDAY 9th October 2020 

Our vision is:  AspirationðCommitmentðExcellence 

 Purpose 

Our purpose is to make the difference for all of our students. 

Sixth Form Open Evening 

Our Sixth Form Open Evening took place on 

Wednesday, following hard on the heels of 

last weekôs fantastic whole school Open 

Evening. We were proud to showcase our 

offer to Year 11 students and their parents / 

carers from Southborough and beyond. 

 

 

Naturally, the event went ahead with Health 

and Safety measures in place and after 

specially requested guidance from the 

Department for Education. 

                                                                                                                                                 Niall Smith 

0ÁÒÅÎÔÓ ÁÎÄ ÓÔÕÄÅÎÔÓ ×ÅÒÅ ÖÅÒÙ ËÅÅÎ ÔÏ  ÅØÐÅÒÉÅÎÃÅ ÁÎ /ÐÅÎ 

%ÖÅÎÉÎÇ ÉÎ ÐÅÒÓÏÎ ÁÎÄ ÈÅÁÒ -Ò 3ÍÉÔÈȭÓ ÓÐÅÅÃÈÅÓ 

4ÈÅ 3ÉØÔÈ &ÏÒÍ *ÕÎÉÏÒ ,ÅÁÄÅÒÓÈÉÐ 4ÅÁÍ ȟ ÊÏÉÎÅÄ ÂÙ ÐÁÓÔ 

ÓÔÕÄÅÎÔÓȟ ×ÅÒÅ ÉÎÓÐÉÒÉÎÇ  ÔÈÅ ÎÅØÔ ÇÅÎÅÒÁÔÉÏÎ  

4ÈÅ 3ÏÕÔÈÂÏÒÏÕÇÈ 3ÉØÔÈ &ÏÒÍ ÉÓ ÁÔÔÒÁÃÔÉÖÅ ÆÏÒ ÂÏÔÈ ÇÉÒÌÓ ÁÎÄ 

ÂÏÙÓ 
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Promotional Video 

As part of our Open Season, we have 

produced a promotional video. Please do 

have a look..! https://youtu.be/5GhI5AjViz8  

 

Normality 

I believe that young people need routines, 

boundaries and guidance. In a word: 

normality.  

 

I was encouraged, therefore, to read the 

views of Amanda Spielman, Her Majestyôs 

Chief Inspector of Schools and Head of 

Ofsted: 

"...the best way to rebuild resilience and 

support childrenôs well-being is to make 

schooling as normal as possible. That means 

letting teachers perform their everyday 

magic and focus on teaching their subjects"  

I agree wholeheartedly with Ms Spielman 

and am committed to creating the sense of 

normality that our students and, I believe, 

their families need. 

 

    Kind regards, 

    Mr N. Smith 

    Headteacher  

 

Southborough  
Parent Teacher Association 

Who are we? We 

are a keen group of 

parents and carers of 

Southborough boys, 

also supported by 

Southborough High 

School Staff. 

What do we do? We 

support the school by: undertaking 

fundraising events; supporting school 

productions, concerts and events; helping 

with the gardening in the Southborough 

courtyard.  

We are part of Southborough community 

and our fundraising activities help the 

school to purchase equipment and 

resources to benefit our boysô education. 

We would like you to become part of 

Southborough PTA! 

How? Please register your interest by 

clicking on this link to the on-line form: 

 Southborough PTA registration form 

Thank you 

0ÁÒÅÎÔÓ ÁÎÄ ÓÔÕÄÅÎÔÓ ÅÁÇÅÒ ÔÏ ÄÉÓÃÕÓÓ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÓÕÂÊÅÃÔ ÏÐÔÉÏÎÓ ×ÉÔÈ ÔÅÁÃÈÅÒÓȢ        0ÁÓÔÏÒÁÌ ÃÁÒÅ ÓÔÁǟ  ÅÍÐÈÁÓÉÓÅ ÓÕÐÐÏÒÔ ÁÎÄ ÒÅÌÁÔÉÏÎÓÈÉÐÓȢ 

https://youtu.be/5GhI5AjViz8
https://forms.gle/ET7gxqn2unHcFR7s7
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  Forthcoming Events 

Monday, 12 October 

 Disadvantaged Pupil Reviews (Yr 11) 
ALL WEEK 

Tuesday, 13 October 

 Y11 Core Subject Information Evening 

Thursday, 15 October 

 Governor Committees 

Friday, 16 October 

 Exam Wk 1 Year 7-13 inc. Yr 7 CATs 
(until Thursday 22/10/2020) 

Tuesday, 20 October 

 Whole School Reading P2 

Thursday, 5 November 

 National Senior Maths Challenge 

Friday, 6 November 

 Yr 7 immunisations 

Friday, 13 November 

 Yr 12 University & Apprenticeship 
Search 

Thursday, 19 November 

 Prize Giving 

 Reports Published Yr 7-13 

 Whole School Reading P3 

Friday, 20 November 

 Professional Learning Day - Staff only 

Monday, 23 November 

 SEN Reviews 

Tuesday, 24 November 

 SEN Reviews 

Thursday, 3 December 

5:00pm Yr 8 Parents Evening 

Monday, 7 December 

 Disadvantaged Pupil + EHCP Reviews 
(Yr 7-11) ALL WEEK 

 Yr 11, 12, 13 Art Mocks 

 Yr 7 Eye Tests 

Tuesday, 8 December 

 Yr 7 Eye Tests 

5:00pm Yr 10 Parents Evening 

Wednesday, 9 December 

 Xmas Party for Local Community 

Thursday, 10 December 

5:00pm Yr 7 Parents Evening 

Friday, 11 December 

 Student Parliament 

 Whole School Reading P4 

Preparing for Exam Week 1 

Revision topics for each year and 
subject are on the school website and 
Class Charts. 

Stop Press: For the next 2 weeks only 
and in the buildup to exam week 1, 
Parents/Carers are now able to 
reward their son or daughter with 
positive points for their commitment 
at home to their studies and revision 
for these important up-and-coming 
exams. 
 
Their teachers will obviously be doing 
the same, and the school will closely 
monitor and reward those students 
who have committed themselves both 
in school and at home. 

Exam Week 1  
Friday 16/10 ï Thursday 22/10 

  
All normal timetables are suspended 
(for all students) during this week 
and examinations will take place 
according to the schedule that has 
been published on the school website 
ƘǧǇΥκκǿǿǿΦǎƻǳǘƘōƻǊƻǳƎƘΦƪƛƴƎǎǘƻƴΦǎŎƘΦǳƪκƛƴŘŜȄΦǇƘǇκ{ƛȄǘƘ-
CƻǊƳκŜȄŀƳ-ǿŜŜƪ-ƻƴŜΦƘǘƳƭ   
 and Class Charts. 
  
Years 7 ï 9 and 11 ï 13 will have 
their exams in their zones. 
Year 10 exams will all take place in 
the school hall. 
  
Students will need to bring the 
following equipment to their exams in 
a pencil case (preferably clear / 
transparent). Please purchase any 
missing stationary before the 
beginning of the exam week. 
Ý 2 pens (black / blue) 
Ý 1 pencil 
Ý 1 sharpener 
Ý 1 ruler 
Ý 1 calculator 
Ý 1 protractor 
Ý 1 rubber / eraser 
  
Please check the exam schedule 
carefully to ensure that you are 
prepared for the exam(s) of the day. 
  
The purpose of these exams is to 
assess student progress and inform 
the support that can be put in place 
by teachers, parents and students. 
 
We wish all students the very best of 
luck with their exams. 

http://www.southborough.kingston.sch.uk/index.php/Sixth-Form/exam-week-one.html
http://www.southborough.kingston.sch.uk/index.php/Sixth-Form/exam-week-one.html
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 Sixth Form Open Evening- A resounding success! 

Wednesday evening saw the school open its 

doors to Year 11 students from both 

Southborough and other secondary schools 

in the local area and beyond. The aim of 

the evening was to showcase the merits of 

our ever-growing Sixth Form and much to 

our delight, the school was óa-buzzô with 

visitors throughout the evening. 

Hard-working staff pulled out all the stops 

to promote their specialist subjects. The 

school decided to make a change to the 

eveningôs usual format. Speeches came 

first and then these were followed by the 

opportunity for parents and students to 

speak directly to all subject teachers. All 

this was within a format that mirrored a 

well-organised careers fair. Dividing the 

evening into two distinct, smaller sessions 

for visitors to book beforehand enabled the 

school to adhere to strict government 

Health and Safety guidelines throughout.  

Interesting and well-delivered speeches 

from Headteacher Mr Smith, new Head of 

Sixth Form Mr Needs, Assistant Head of 

Sixth Form Mrs Coen, Deputy Head Boy 

Teddy Kitch and  Head Girl Rachel Wallace 

provided additional insights into the 

benefits of joining Southboroughôs Sixth 

Form.  

 

 

 

4ÈÅ ÅÎÔÈÕÓÉÁÓÔÉÃ 3ÃÉÅÎÃÅ ÆÁÃÕÌÔÙ ÔÅÁÃÈÅÒÓ ×ÅÒÅ  

ÄÅÌÉÇÈÔÅÄ ÔÏ ÅÎÇÁÇÅ  ×ÉÔÈ ÐÁÒÅÎÔÓ ÁÎÄ ÓÔÕÄÅÎÔÓ   

-Ò 3×ÉÎÃÈÉÎ-2Å× ÁÎÄ -Ò #ÏÌÂÅÒÔ 

ÅØÐÌÁÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÂÏÎÅÓ ÏÆ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÓÕÂÊÅÃÔÓ 

3ÔÕÄÅÎÔÓ ÇÁÔÈÅÒ ÔÏ ÅØÐÌÁÉÎ ÔÈÅÉÒ Ï×Î ÅØÐÅÒÉÅÎÃÅÓ ÏÆ 

3ÏÕÔÈÂÏÒÏÕÇÈ 3ÉØÔÈ &ÏÒÍ 

0ÁÓÔ ÓÔÕÄÅÎÔÓ ÊÏÉÎ ÔÈÅ *ÕÎÉÏÒ ,ÅÁÄÅÒÓÈÉÐ 4ÅÁÍ ÔÏ ÉÎÓÐÉÒÅ 

ÐÒÏÓÐÅÃÔÉÖÅ ÌÅÁÎÅÒÓ 
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The overall message was clear: our Sixth 
Form is a special place where students are 
happy, settled and do well, both 
academically and pastorally. Indeed, our 
Sixth Form culture can be encapsulated into 
two simple words, namely: support and 
relationships. 

We felt particularly proud of our current 

Sixth Formers and Junior Leadership Team, 

who were happy to help during the evening. 

They were wonderful role models and we 

feel so proud of them. 

Many thanks to our 

dedicated and hard-

working staff and 

Junior Leadership 

Team and other Sixth 

Form students for 

making the evening 

such a success! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

-Ò "ÕÒÎÓ ÄÏÅÓ ÂÒÉÓË "ÕÓÉÎÅÓÓ 

! ÂÉÇ ×ÅÌÃÏÍÅ ÔÏ -ÁÔÈÓ ɂ ÔÈÅ 

ÍÏÓÔ ÐÏÐÕÌÁÒ ÓÕÂÊÅÃÔȩ 

-Ò 3ÍÉÔÈ ÅÎÇÁÇÅÓ ×ÉÔÈ ÍÁÎÙ ÐÁÒÅÎÔÓ ÁÎÄ ÓÔÕÄÅÎÔÓ 

)ÎÆÏÒÍÁÔÉÏÎ ÇÁÌÏÒÅȦ 

4ÈÅ ÎÅ× (ÅÁÄ ÏÆ 3ÉØÔÈ &ÏÒÍȟ -Ò .ÅÅÄÓȟ ÉÓ ÁÎ ÅǟÅÃÔÉÖÅ 

ÁÄÖÏÃÁÔÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 3ÏÕÔÈÂÏÒÏÕÇÈ ÏǟÅÒ 

! ÓÍÁÒÔ 3ÏÕÔÈÂÏÒÏÕÇÈ 

ÐÒÅÓÅÎÔÁÔÉÏÎ 
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Learning and Teaching Word of the Week (WoW): 

This weekôs WoW is óroutinesô. Staff at Southborough High know 
that consistency is essential to securing student progress: 
consistency in expectations, consistency in delivery and 
consistency in behaviour management. Students need to know 

what to expect, what is expected of them and how best to make progress; routines are the 
way to secure this. With the end of this highly productive first half term in sight and with 
the first exam week of the academic year around the corner, we know that establishing 
clear and consistent routines will pay dividends in classrooms and in the exam hall.     

  
ñThe Wizards of Onceò by Cressida Crowell 
ñThe Wizards of Onceò is a book by Cressida Crowell (creator of 
the ñHow to Train Your Dragonò series), and it is the first book in 
a new series of four. 
  
The story is set in ancient Britain. 
Once Britain was covered in wild 

forests and ruled by the mighty Wizard Tribe, and it was full of 
magic. But then the Warrior Tribe came, armed with iron - the 
only material in the world that is magic resistant. First, the 
Warriors killed the Witches. Nobody cried after them, because 
witch-magic was bad. But the Warriors did not think that only 
witch-magic was evil, they thought ALL magic was bad, and 
they promised they would not rest until all magic was wiped 
out. 
The plot has two main characters - Xar, the son of King 
Echanzo, the ruler of the Wizard Tribe, and - Wish, the 
daughter of Queen Sychorax, the ruler of the Warrior Tribe. 
Xar is a disobedient and rebellious boy who has no magic and 
will do anything to get it. Wish is a peaceful and calm girl who 
has a banned magic object and she will do anything to conceal 
it.   
There are rumours that Witches are coming back, and Xar and Wish, despite their different 
tribes, will have to team up to stop the next war and prevent Xarôs ill sprite from dying. 
I definitely liked the fairy-tale style of the book and the setting. I think the óworldbuildingô 
and the magic themes were very interesting. Some background characters were eye-
catching, but I did not like the protagonists. Xar, despite his many failures, bad decisions 
and mistakes, never changes in the story and he is an unlikable character. While Wish is 
just plain boring. 
The illustrations are stylish, but most of them are just not very pretty and they look like 
they were made without effort. 
The biggest drawback, in my opinion, is the plot: it is clich®d and the ótwo-fighting-tribes-
need-to-team-upô motive is used often in other stories. 
Despite its disadvantages I would definitely recommend it for any person who likes fantasy 
and magic-themed books. If you enjoyed ñHarry Potterò, you will probably like this book. 
           Reviewed by Tymon Wojtasiak 7CPA 

Points and Rewards Update 

It is a testimony to the students of Southborough that vast majority 

of ACE points ócash-insô have been not for personal advantage, but 

to make Charitable Donations. This really demonstrates that the 

values of the school are demonstrated throughout both staff and 

students. 

To the end of September,  there have been 46 charitable donation 

claims, 9 queue-jump vouchers, 4 requests for fully stocked pencil 

cases and 1 football. 

The ultimate prize draw for the óVoodoo Bantuô bike will take place 

between all those students that reach 800 points. So keep collecting 

those points! 


