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Level 2 Photography at Southborough Sixth Form 
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Why choose Photography GCSE? 
 
Photography is increasingly popular as a 
GCSE choice. It encourages the exploration 
of photography as an artistic medium. It 

combines well with more traditional subjects, 

providing an outlet for creativity.  

Photography can be a useful addition to a 
student’s portfolio of qualifications and can 
also help to secure admission to Art College 

or university. Although there is no formal re-
quirement to have studied Photography be-

fore embarking on a GCSE course, it helps to 

have an interest in the subject.  

Students can select from a range of study 

areas within photography including portrai-
ture, landscape or still life photography and 

documentary photography.   

For GCSE the final unit is a controlled as-

signment, which must be done under ex-
am conditions. Students must be prepared 

to work outside school hours and at week-
ends in the run-up to the exams. Visits to 
Photographic exhibitions, galleries and mu-

seums are arranged on a regular basis by 
Tutors for the benefit of students. Their 

experience of other people’s work allows 
students to explore the historical, social 
and technical aspects of photography, 

forming a basis for the work journals, 

which are an integral part of coursework. 
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As part of their course, students are expected to take 

photographs in a variety of settings, including open-air 
locations. They may be instructed to search out suitable 

settings/locations for photographs outside the 
School. The coursework is marked by the Tutors at the 

end of the Spring Term, before being submitted to the 
scrutiny of a Moderator nominated by the AQA  

 

Level 2 GCSE Photography 

Career Opportunities:  
 
Photography can open the door to lots of exciting careers in a wide variety of  

industries including fashion, theatre, and advertising.  

What Is a Photography Job Like? 

A photography job can take many different forms. Some photographers freelance, 

others run their own studios or work for companies as salaried employees. Photogra-
phers can also further customize their careers by choosing to specialize in a certain 

kind of photography. From wedding photography to commercial photography to pho-
tojournalism, the possibilities are almost endless. 


