
 

At time of writing, the UK is currently 

hosting the 26th UN Climate Change 

Conference of the Parties (COP26) at 

the Scottish Event Campus (SEC) in 

Glasgow. The climate talks bring 

together heads of state, climate 

experts and campaigners to agree 

coordinated action to tackle climate 

change.  

The main goals of UK COP26 are: 

Accelerate the transition from coal to 

clean power, protect and restore nature 

for the benefit of people and climate 

and accelerate the transition to zero 

emission vehicles. 

However, this momentous event has 

provided not just a timely platform for 

politicians and campaigners to have 

their say amongst a world-wide 

audience seemingly sitting up and 

listening more closely than ever before, 

but for each and every member of 

society (young and old) to reflect on 

how they can make a difference to 

climate change. 

Southborough Relaunches its 

After-school Eco Club 

After school on Wednesday afternoon, 
Southborough relaunched the SHS Eco 
Club. Aimed at students of all year 
groups, the focus of this club is to raise 
awareness of our collective 
responsibility to protect the 
environment in the school, wider 
community and the planet. 
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Mr Carter and Mr Punter  with  Eco-Ambassadors Evan O, Drew H and Abdullah M 



 The Griffin Reporter caught up with Mr 
Carter and Mr Punter, who co-run the 
club. Asked what the main focus of the 
club will be to start, Mr Carter 
commented: 

“Our number one priority is sorting out 
recycling once and for all. As you know, 
we've attempted to do this previously 
but whilst there is a lot of goodwill 
around, there are huge challenges in 
changing the mindset of students and 
the culture of the school.” 
 
Mr Punter added:  “The main problem 
we have is contamination, so the 
majority of our recycling bin waste 
ends up in general rubbish. We plan to 
address this by starting small and 
monitoring some of the bins so that 
only recyclable waste is going in them. 
There will be a 'Recycling Champion' 
incentive on ClassCharts so that all 
students can support this, not just the 
Eco Club members”. 

 

So what exactly IS  
Recycling Contamination? 
 
Recycling contamination occurs when 
materials are sorted into the wrong 
recycling bin (placing a glass bottle into 
a mixed paper recycling bin for 
example), or when materials are not 
properly cleaned, such as when food 
residue remains on a plastic yogurt 
container. This is sometimes referred to 
as ‘aspirational recycling’, as you’re 
simply throwing something into the 
recycling on the hope that it will find its 
way to where it needs to be eventually. 
Unfortunately, this is rarely the case. 

 

For instance, if you are collecting a 
material for recycling, anything other 
than that specific material could be 
considered a ‘contaminant’. When 
disposed of improperly (ex: in the 
wrong recycling container), even 
recyclable materials, such as plastic 
and other paper products, can act as 
contaminants. The challenges of 
recycling after a natural disaster point 
to an extreme form of contamination. 
For example, if someone throws plastic 
into an OCC (cardboard) stream, this 
would be considered recycling 
contamination. Because of its incorrect 
disposal, there’s a strong possibility it’s 
rejected and sent to the landfill, 
resulting in a wasted recycling effort 
altogether. 

     (continued…) 

https://www.rubicon.com/blog/aspirational-recycling/
http://council.cleanaway.com.au/albany/collection-services/faq%27s/what-is-recyclable-contamination.aspx
https://www.rubicon.com/blog/what-can-be-recycled/
https://www.rubicon.com/blog/what-can-be-recycled/
https://www.rubicon.com/blog/challenges-recycling-natural-disaster/
https://www.rubicon.com/blog/cardboard-recycling/


 The only time it is okay to “comingle” 
or mix recyclables together is when you 
have an agreement to do so with your 
recycling service provider. It’s worth 
noting that recyclables that contain 
residues such as food waste, oil, and 
grease (unless stated otherwise by 
your recycling company) are 
considered contaminants and should 
not be added to your recycling stream. 
 
The statistics bear this out. 
 

• If one bin is contaminated it can 
cause the recycling from an entire 
street to be rejected. 

•In 2019-20 councils across the UK 
were unable to recycle 525,000 tonnes 
of waste because of contamination, up 
from 338,000 in 2014-15 and 184,000 
in 2011-12. 
 
We know that many young people 

today feel extremely passionately 

about caring for the planet and this is 

also very much reflected amongst our 

own students here at Southborough 

students.  

Speaking to students around the 

school, many say that they have 

already made small changes that 

should impact more favourably on the 

planet, including: re-filling water 

bottles rather than buying disposable 

ones, making changes to their diet, like 

having meat-free days, opting to walk 

to school rather than get the bus and 

donating out-grown uniform and other 

clothing to others.  

Eco Ambassadors Evan O (99DYU), 
Drew H (11SLE) and Abdullah M 
(7GSR) –pictured above with Mr Carter 

and Mr Punter – will be spearheading 
the club’s new school recycling 
campaign. They firmly believe that the 
majority of our students will get behind 
the initiative. Understanding the 
reasons why it’s so important is, they 
consider, the beginning of the journey, 
so communication across the school is 
key. Taking mindful action will, they 
hope, provide a safer, happier outcome 
for us all. 

https://www.rubicon.com/food-waste/
https://www.rubicon.com/commodity-oil/

