
 Southborough Students participate in a  
Kingston Race and Equalities Council Hate 

Crime Workshop with Tolworth Girls School  

The 9th to the 16th of October was 

National Hate Crime Awareness Week 

and one day that week we were 

extremely honoured to welcome two 

very special visitors to Southborough 

High School – Mr John Azah, OBE, the 

CEO of Kingston Race and Equalities 

Council, and the Worshipful Mayor of 

the Royal Borough of Kingston Upon 

Thames, Councillor Sushila Abraham. 

The KREC has recently been looking to 

establish a structure within a partner 

school to set up and co-ordinate a ‘Hate 

Crime Action Group’. To this end, it was 

decided that a group of students from 

both Tolworth Girls School and 

Southborough High School would be 

the perfect choice to form a strong 

alliance and spearhead such a 

worthwhile project. 

With students 
from both school 
in the audience, 
Mr Azah spoke 
eloquently about 
the KREC and its 
primary function 
which was-largely 
the increased 
awareness of 
equality and 
diversity within 
the Borough. He 
focused on the definition behind the 
term ‘hate crime’, namely: ‘Any crime 
where the victim or any other person 
perceives it as motivated by hostility or 
prejudice towards their identity. This 
could be linked to someone’s disability, 
race/ethnicity, religion/belief, sexual 
orientation or transgender identity. He 
shared stories of cases he had been 
involved in and the ways in which the 
Borough was ‘fighting back’ to get 
justice for the victims of hate crime. 

 Students learnt that lots of people 
don’t report hate crimes because they 
didn’t feel empowered to complain.  
The purpose of setting up the Hate 
Crime Action Group’, therefore, was to 
primarily encourage people to come 
forward.    (continued…) 



 
Madam Mayor, 
Councillor Sushila 
Abraham also 
spoke candidly to 
the students, 
explaining that 
hate crime didn’t 
just affect the 
victims themselves 
but friends and 
family, too. Her 
over-riding 
message was that 
‘we must always 

call it out’’, otherwise crimes will 
happen again and again. She spoke 
about her journey to becoming the first 
female, non-white solicitor and Mayor 
of Kingston Upon Thames and how she 
didn’t allow colour or sex to hold her 
back. Her mantra, she said, was “I can 
do it, If I fall, I can get up and start 
again.” She told students that it was 
always important to ‘remove hate from 
your heart as hate is so destructive. 
“We need to love one another and treat 
everyone as equals”. She concluded 
that it was important to ‘step up and do 
what is right’. 

Both Southborough and Tolworth Girls 

students were put into mixed groups 

and given the opportunity to discuss 

ideas and share opinions. Feedback 

from this workshop demonstrated that 

students were very aware of the 

different kinds of hate crime in society 

and categorically agreed that it was not 

acceptable and that something needed 

to be done. 

Students highlighted that hate crime 

needed to be challenged at grass root 

levels and that the first step should be 

to create an open forum amongst the 

young to be open about talking about 

hate crime.  

The students will meet up again in the 

near future to take their ideas forward. 

On behalf of 

both 

Southborough 

High School and 

Tolworth Girls 

School, we 

would like to say 

a very big thank 

you to our two 

very special 

guests – Mr 

John Azah OBE, 

CEO of Kingston 

Race and Equalities Council and the 

Worshipful Mayor of Kingston Upon 

Thames, Councillor Shushila Abraham, 

who both took time out from their very 

busy schedules to come and speak 

about a subject that they felt so 

strongly about. 

Thank you also to Ms Taylor (SHS) and 
Mr Rhead  (TGS) for facilitating the talk 
and workshop. 


