
Our v is ion is:   Aspirat ion—Commitment—Excel lence  

Our Values Are: 

PTA Comedy Night 

I was delighted with the PTA 

Comedy Night, which took place 

earlier in the month and made a 

profit of over £2,000. I would like to 

thank the PTA for Pantry. This 

community based initiative is an 

example of the impact we can all 

have when we work together. 

  
 

              

Purpose 

Our purpose is to make the difference for all of our students. 
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Attendance 

While I am very pleased with the current performance of the school, as 

reflected in our recent Ofsted report, I am determined to strive towards 

excellence for our students and our community. While a “Good” rating is, 

well, good, it is not excellent and I believe that all parents want 

excellence for their children. As headteacher, it is my job to deliver on 

that aspiration. 

With this in mind, and as the school reaches the end of one School 

Improvement cycle, I am actively reviewing areas which need 

improvement. Top of the list is student attendance, which needs to 

improve. In 2015-16, our attendance rate was 96%, while so far this year 

it is just over 91%... This drop is typical of the national picture: average 

attendance at secondary schools nationally is just over 89%.  

There is little doubt in my mind that this issue has been caused by the 

various “lockdowns” of 2020, 2021 and 2022, which have “reconditioned 

attitudes” to school attendance. This issue is, finally, starting to gain 

traction at the Department for Education and in the press: https://

www.theguardian.com/education/2023/apr/23/rise-in-school-absences-

since-covid-driven-by-anxiety-and-lack-of-support-say-english-councils  

The key point that I would like to communicate to parents and carers is 

the impact of Persistent Absence on academic achievement. (Please note 

that a student is Persistently Absent when their attendance dips below 

90%). The impact of Persistent Absence can be seen in this graphic: (next 

page) 

(continued…) 

NIALL SMITH 

https://www.theguardian.com/education/2023/apr/23/rise-in-school-absences-since-covid-driven-by-anxiety-and-lack-of-support-say-english-councils
https://www.theguardian.com/education/2023/apr/23/rise-in-school-absences-since-covid-driven-by-anxiety-and-lack-of-support-say-english-councils
https://www.theguardian.com/education/2023/apr/23/rise-in-school-absences-since-covid-driven-by-anxiety-and-lack-of-support-say-english-councils


  

 
 

              

In plain terms, a GCSE student with attendance of 90% will attain half as well as a 

student with 100% attendance. 

Let’s work together to improve our students’ attendance: EVERY DAY COUNTS. 

Kind regards, 

 

Mr N. Smith 

Headteacher 

 Forthcoming Events 
Monday, 15 May 

 Year 7 Parents' Evening 2 (Online) 

Wednesday, 17 May  

 DEAR Time P2  

 Year 12 Geography Field Trip (Day 4)  

Wednesday, 24 May 

 Year 8 Immunisations- HPV - 1st Dose 

Thursday, 25 May  

 Year 10 Devised Theatre 
 - technical and dress rehearsal  

Friday, 26 May  

 Year 10 Devised Theatre performances  

Saturday, 27 May  

 Half Term break begins  

Monday, 5 June 

 First day back for staff and students 

Monday, 12 June 

 Exam Week 3 Year 12 
 (until 21/06/2023) 

 Exam Week 3 Years 7, 8, 9 and 10 
 (until 16/06/2023)  

Mental Health Awareness Week 

Next week from 15th May it is Mental Health 

Awareness Week. This year’s theme is ‘Anxiety’. 

Southborough’s Mental Health Ambassadors are 

launching a TikTok channel on this theme with 

the objective of spreading positive messages, 

Top Tips and advice. @shsmentalhealth 

Well done boys! 

Mr Punter  

Persistently Absent 



Coronation Lunch Party 

Southborough Celebrates 

With King Charles’ coronation taking place 

on Saturday 6th May, it wouldn’t have been 

right not to have a special celebration of 

our own. Many students had already visited 

Westminster Abbey two weeks previously, 

before it closed to the public in preparation 

for the big day. It was now time to 

acknowledge the special occasion much 

closer to home. On Friday 5th, staff and 

students dressed in red, white and blue.  

All monies raised via this special MUFTI day 
go to one of Prince Charles’  favoured 
charitable causes. A special Coronation 
presentation was delivered to all year 
groups during morning assemblies to 
ensure that every student at the school 
knew about and understood the significance 
of the occasion. 

The big event of the day, however, was a 
BIG CORONATION LUNCH PARTY for Year 7 
students and sixty local primary school 
children!  

With the main school 
hall set out like a 
proper Coronation 
street party, 
students were 
served up tradition 
party food including 
sandwiches, cakes, 
desserts and 
savoury bits whilst 
taking part in a 
special Coronation 

Quiz., delivered by our host Mr Iles. Each 
table competed against the others in the 
quest to win the coveted prize of more 
sweets! The atmosphere was truly fun and 

upbeat, and the students learnt a lot about 
the monarchy and coronation. 

Meanwhile, we had 
the unveiling of our 
new Coronation 
Courtyard Garden by 
Reverend Luke 
Wickings and 
Headteacher Niall 
Smith. The garden 
was created by our 
fabulous Eco Team of students, led by 
Geography teacher Mr Howe, who worked 
tirelessly to get it ready. Typically, as soon 
as our visitors arrived, the heavens opened 
up and onlookers got absolutely soaked 
during the unveiling! However, the sun soon 
returned for students to enjoy the garden 
later on. 

On the actual day of the Coronation, a small 
group of our Prince’s Trust students, 
accompanied by Headteacher Mr Smith, 
were invited to attend a special Coronation 
event at Lambeth Palace and St Margaret’s 
Church, which included a close up view of 

the royal procession. The students 
thoroughly enjoyed this historic occasion 
and were a credit both to the school and to 
the Princes’ Trust. 

The Coronation was certainly brought to life 
for all our students. Many thanks must go 
to Senior Assistant Headteacher Mr Edwards 
and his team of helpers for making 
everything go with a swing! 

Year 8 Winners of Borough Indoor Athletics 



 

Year  7   

Student  

of the Week 

Points  

of the Week 

  

  Year  8 

  Student 

of the Week 

Points  

of the Week 

Alex D 

7CHR 

Daniel M 

7CLC 

  

    

Year  9   

Student  

of the Week 

Points  

of the Week 

  

  Leonardo B 

8SHO 

Joshua M 

8SHO  

  

  

  Year  10 

Ahmed D 

9RBG 

Arta K 

9RBG  

Student  

of the Week 

Points  

of the Week 

    

Year  11   

Student  

of the Week 

Points  

of the Week 

  

    

  Brandon T 

10VYE 

 Jia Jun C 

10DYU  

    

Kevin L 

11DSO 

Leo P 

11DMO  

  

Year Group Weekly Celebrations  

No image 

available 

No image 

vailable 

No image 

availale 



  

  

  

QUOTE OF THE WEEK 

"Every journey begins with the first 

step."  

taken from the 'Tao Te Ching'... the key 

scripture associated with Lao Tse and 

Daoism/Taoism. 

"You don't have to see the 

whole staircase: just take the first 

step!"  

Martin Luther King Jnr 

Without doubt, for many of us life has 

become 'challenging'. What, with the war 

in Ukraine, inflation, interest rates rising, 

climate change, etc. 

In truth, for many of us the word 

'Anxiety' captures something of what life 

feels like. Perhaps then for Mental Health 

Awareness week a quote from two key 

figures from history, ... Martin Luther 

King Jnr and Lao Tse... 'founder' of 

Daoism/Taoism. Both invite us to move 

forward 'gently/cautiously' in these more 

uncertain times. 

“My Life as a Cat ”  by Carlie Sorosiak 

My life as a cat is a book about an alien, 

and when ever an alien in their species 

turns 300, they get to go down to earth 

for 1 month as any earth creature. 

Leonard (the focus of the story) 

requested to be a Yellowstone national park ranger. 

However, there was a mix up and instead they became a cat. 

Leonard’s first encounter when entering earth was that he 

was stuck in a tree, in the middle of a storm. The winds were 

blowing strongly, and the chances were that he was to fall 

into the flood. However, a young girl, Olive, rowed her way 

out to the tree. She rescues him and then she called him 

Leonard. His next adventure is to find out that ‘curiosity kills 

the cat’ as he falls into an aquarium. Soon enough Leonard 

figures out how to type on a laptop. This is used to 

communicate to Olive, saying that he was an alien and that 

he needed to get to Yellowstone soon, a tight deadline. Olive had to convince her carer 

to take them! Spoiler alert! In the end it was a success. Leonard managed to get there 

barely before the deadline.  

I like the way they wrote this story as the prologue was set up at the end explaining how 

his time was and he was basically telling a story. Overall, it is a really good book. 

Rating       Reviewed by Ashton W 7SLE 



 

A new restaurant provider for Southborough 

from September 2023 

Innovate is delighted to partner with the students, teachers, and staff at 

Southborough High School. 

Our aim, along with the school, is to provide all students with an exceptional 

catering experience. Our very talented Executive Chef and the fantastic catering 

team will be serving exciting menus packed with healthy ingredients, that are full of 

variety, and with loads of interesting new things to try. It’s important that the food 

tastes as good as it looks, and we’re sure you won’t be disappointed. 

What’s on the menu? 

* A variety of healthy, tasty main meals prepared fresh every day from carefully 

selected ingredients. The menu will follow a similar weekly pattern so you know 

what to expect, providing over 35 choices each day in addition to the ever popular 

chef specials, fortnightly themed events and loyalty schemes.   

* Our Street Vibes range, global street food that tours the world. It’s always 

changing; from Korean fried chicken, Chinese bao buns, to Greek souvlaki, there’s 

always something new to try!  

* A salad bar bursting with homemade healthy salads such as pomegranate quinoa, 

roasted sweet potato and rocket, or chilli, orange and beetroot. All pre-boxed and 

ready to be collected. 

* Theme days; Chinese New Year, American Drive-Thru, BBQ Beach Party, Harry 

Potter and Love British Food Fortnight, and many more. 

What meal deals are available?  

The most popular meal deal is the Blue Dot meal deal for £2.75  Students can 

choose any 4 items (usually 80p each) displaying a blue dot sticker. Items include 

selected rolls, sandwiches, drinks, cakes and tray bakes, fruit bags, and more!  The 

Blue Dot meal deal is also available to students who have an FSM allowance.  

I have a free school meal allowance, what can I have? 

We want to ensure that all of our customers have access to a healthy nutritious 

meal and, with this in mind, we ask anyone with an FSM allowance to select any 

items up to the daily allowance. However, we ask that this includes a hot main 

meal, hot wrap, baguette or other nutritious snack plus either a hot pudding, fruit 

pot or freshly-made cake. They can also choose to switch the pudding for a drink, if 

they’d prefer. 

We look forward to seeing you in September!  

Yours sincerely,       Jethro Meyer     Regional Operations Manager 



Extracurricular timetable: PE Department  Summer Term 2023 

  Early 

0810 : 0830 

After School Lunch Time 

 Monday  Year 7 & 8 Football Academy  

Mr Eacott  

KS4 Table Tennis 

Mr Taylor  

Tuesday  Table Tennis –Gyms Mr Jordan  

Year 7 & 8 Indoor Cricket  

Gyms Mr Taylor & Mr Colbert  

KS4 Basketball  

Mr Jordan 

Wednesday   KS3 Basketball—Gyms Mr Jordan 

 Year 7 & 8 Cricket hardball—nets 

Mr Taylor & Mr Colbert 

Year 10 Football Training -Field Mr 

Woods  

Athletics All Years - Track & Field events 

Year 7  

Table Tennis  

Gym  

Mr Grinstead &  

Mr Colbert 

Thursday  Year 7 & 8 Rugby Sevens -Field  

Mr Taylor & Mr Colbert 

 Year 9 & Senior Cricket—nets 

Mr Jordan 

Badminton—Gyms Mr Grinstead 

Year 8 & 9 Table 

Tennis 

Mr Jordan  

Friday Bleep Test  

Gym 

KS4 Volleyball Mr Colbert 

 Year 7 Dodgeball - Gyms Mr Grinstead 

No Lunch Clubs 


