
Our v is ion is:   Aspirat ion—Commitment—Excel lence  

Our Values Are: 

  
 

              
World Mental Health Day 
At Southborough, we are committed to 
supporting our students with the sometimes 
difficult journey through education to 
adulthood and so, this week, our assemblies 
have focused on Mental Health, led by our 
Mental Health Ambassadors. Any student 
with any mental health  or wellbeing 
concerns can approach one of these 
excellent role models for an initial 
conversation about mental wellbeing. 
Students may also use the Wellbeing button 
on Classcharts to raise concerns, as well as 
speaking with their Form Tutor or Pastoral 
Support Officer. The school also has an 
extensive range of formal support services 
and partnerships to support students with 
mental health. 

 

Purpose 

Our purpose is to make the difference for all of our students. 
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Support Challenge Resilience Responsibility Relationships 

National Citizen Service 

It was a privilege to 

welcome NCS in to speak 

with Year 11 and 12 

students about the 

amazing opportunities 

they offer. Please feel free 

to find out more here: 

https://wearencs.com/  

https://wearencs.com/


  

 
 

              

A-Level English Literature Trip to Haworth 

I have been fortunate this week to have 

accompanied Mr Haque, Miss Bashir and our A 

Level English Literature students on a fabulous 

trip to Haworth, as part of their study of Emily 

Bronte’s “Wuthering Heights”. The experience 

organised and led by Mr Haque was absolutely 

outstanding and exemplifies the way in which our 

Sixth Form offer seeks to provide the very best 

for our students. 

Social Media 

There is more great content on our social media 

channels: 

https://www.facebook.com/SouthboroughHigh 

https://twitter.com/shsrbk 

 

Kind regards, 

 

Mr N. Smith 

 Forthcoming Events 

Friday, 21 October 

 Half Term  
 Students return Tuesday 1st Nov 

Tuesday, 1 November 

 Students return to school 

Thursday, 3 November 

 Year 7 Trip to Bletchley Park 

Tuesday, 8 November 

 Year 13 Parents' Evening 

 Year 11 Devised Theatre Performances  

Thursday, 17 November  

 DEAR Time P4  

  Prizegiving  

Friday, 18 November  

 Professional Learning day—Staff Only 

Saturday, 19 November  

 09:30 ‘School of Rock’ 
 Technical rehearsal    

Monday, 21 November  

 Year 7 Parents’ Evening (Online) 

Wednesday, 23 November  

 School of Rock Technical Rehearsal  

Thursday, 24 November 

 School of Rock Dress Rehearsal 
 to  Years 5 & 6 

 ‘School of Rock’ Performance 

Friday, 25 November 

 ‘School of Rock’ Performance 

https://www.facebook.com/SouthboroughHigh
https://twitter.com/shsrbk


 

Celebrating the environment on National 
Poetry Day at Southborough 

At Southborough High School, we 

place great importance on celebrating 

all things literary. 

On Thursday 6 October it was National 

Poetry Day, an annual mass 

celebration to encourage all to enjoy, 

discover and share poetry. This year, 

the theme was  ENVIRONMENT’’ and 

the underlying message was to think 

deeper about the natural environment, 

the wider world around us, our homes, 

the impact we have on the 

environment, our hopes and fears for 

it both in the future and in the here 

and now.  

From the moment our students started 

their school day, they were given the 

chance to explore a range of poetry - 

both past and present – and there 

were competitions galore for them to 

engage with. 

Poetry across the curriculum 

Throughout the day – and whatever 
the subject – teachers were 
encouraged to instil elements of poetry 
into their lesson plans – for example 
‘writing in the style of’, reading aloud, 
taking key words from a topic and 
reducing it to one rhyming couplet to 
share, reflections and discussions 
based on the poem topic, choosing 
interesting words from a topic and 
including them in a poem – or 
visualising the events of a poem in a 
story board or poster.  

From Mr Jordan gripping a whole year group with his 
powerful and poignant reading of ‘Dear Basketball’ by 
Kobe Bryant https://twitter.com/shsrbk/
status/1578250025825669120 to 
Ms Geering’s Art class’s 
triumphant translation of poetry 
into pictures (‘a picture paints a 
thousand words’?) https://
twitter.com/TEAMENGLISH_SHS/
status/1578103717051744256,  

right across the school there was 
energy and synergy. 

(continued…) 

https://twitter.com/shsrbk/status/1578250025825669120
https://twitter.com/shsrbk/status/1578250025825669120
https://twitter.com/TEAMENGLISH_SHS/status/1578103717051744256
https://twitter.com/TEAMENGLISH_SHS/status/1578103717051744256
https://twitter.com/TEAMENGLISH_SHS/status/1578103717051744256


 

Poetry Symposium and SHS Poet Laureate 2022-23 

Students were encouraged to enter a poetry writing competition based on 
the national theme of ‘Environment’. A collection of poems were also 
displayed in and around the school, including teachers’ favourite poems that 
they wished to share with students in and around the school.  

 

The NPD Poetry competition was again awe-inspiring with over a hundred 
submissions in response to our call for entries. The quality was incredible. The 
Poetry Symposium held in the library at lunchtime was copiously attended 
with guests sharing poetry and their thoughts on why poetry is valuable. 
Headlining this event was the Grand Final of the poetry competition where our 
five amazing finalists read out their poems to their amazed audience. It was 
an extremely tight affair. The results are as follows: 

Fifth place:   The Majestic Environment  - Gethin W Y7 

Fourth place:   Environments    – Hannah Abu H Y12 

Third place:   Home      - Thomas B Y11 

Second place:  The Acorn     - Jacob C Y7 

First place:   The Forest of Haven   - Harry P Y8 

(continued…) 

The Contestants The Judges 

The Contestants Head Boy Adam C  reading  



 

As NPD Champion, Harry P was declared SHS Poet Laureate 2022-23 
and will carry out this honour at all public functions (internally and 
externally).  

 

Golden Ticket Winners 

Golden tickets - similar in appearance to those found in Charlie and The 

Chocolate Factory! - were distributed to all teachers and these, in turn, were 

awarded to stand out students throughout NPD. All golden ticket winners were 

put into a lucky dip, with the winners rechieving a number of amazing prizes! 

The winners were as follows: 

3rd: James Young, Y9 

2nd: Ricardo G, Y11  

(he had FIVE tickets, so probability was very much in his favour!) 

1st: Tim A, Y9 

https://twitter.com/TEAMENGLISH_SHS/status/1578372346368229377 

(continued…) 

Harry P with his English Teacher Ms Taylor 

Pizza and treats all round 

https://twitter.com/TEAMENGLISH_SHS/status/1578372346368229377


 

To summarise, everyone’s efforts resulted in a day packed full of creative 

energy and productivity. And best of all, it was a brilliant way of bringing 

people together in the happiest way possible –via the heart and mind. 

Many thanks to Mr Haque and the English department, together with our 
librarian Mrs Henman and our Sixth Form English Literature students, for 
organising such a rewarding and enjoyable day. 

 
as the sparrow glides among the wind 
the owl emerges and starts to sing 
the wolves gather and begin to howl 
as the snake hisses, a sound so fowl 
the trees tower  
the air so sour  
as what was once a weed begins to flower 
I begin to say alone this hour 
With the lion’s prey beginning to cower  
The world is in a dire state 
Earth’s clock is ticking a time too late  
Ice bergs melt the homes of what was 
A happy family who are now forced to starve 
The air thins and clogs with cloud 
Nature’s silence becoming so loud 
With calls of help to those who can  
Rebuild the world with a better plan 
Time is to spare 
For people who care 
For earths present provides  
time to save earth besides 
the rate it is at 
not inevitable is that 
if we all did our bit 
not hard is it 
to always chip in  
and put rubbish in the bin  
to make sure of our world’s sustainability  
which is that of nature’s only facility 
so for when the sparrow skims it’s back on the water 
it would be from the future that you made and fought for 
like the bear scratching upon a tree  
you can know to yourself you made that be 
giving back to nature is the most we can do 
it may be our only way of saying thank you. 
 

HARRY P 

The Winning Poem 
The Forest of Haven 



“Dragon Mountain” by Katie and Kevin Tsang 

 This book is from a series called the 

Dragon Realm Series. The main character 

is 12 year old Billy Chan who is forced by 

his parents to attend a Mandarin Summer 

Camp far away from home. Billy likes to 

surf and hang out at home but he has no choice about going.  

There, he meets 3 other children who are around the same 

age. Coincidentally , they are chosen to go on the same team 

and even though they are very different from each other, 

they become friends and this is where the story really begins. 

On the camp the four friends do many fun activities but one 

day they accidentally end up going through a forbidden 

danger zone path without realising. They get sucked into a 

secret mountain entrance and find 4 dragons who are trapped 

inside, each with special mythical abilities including being 

able to speak. The dragons inform the children of an evil plot 

by the dragon of death to take over the two realms. Each 

dragon bonds with each child and as a result the children gain magical powers and with 

the dragons they battle together against the evil Nox-Wings.   

I would rate this book as 5 stars because it is unputdownable and the plot is just right. 

 

Rating       Reviewed by Layth A 7CLC 

PTA News 

Southborough PTA has held the 

first pre-loved uniform sale. A 

big thank you to everyone who 

supported this initiative, which 

has raised over £200 so far! 

 

Minutes of the last PTA meeting are here. 

The next PTA meeting is on 9th November at 

the usual time. 

Driving onto the School Site 

As a school, we have a duty of care to 

ensure that our students are as safe as 

possible in and around the school site. 

One aspect of this is road safety, 

particularly around the school’s Main 

Entrance on Hook Road, where the 

number of cars driving on and off the 

site is now causing concern. I am 

particularly concerned about a car 

hitting a student on foot or, as the 

number of students cycling to school has 

increased, on a bicycle. 

With this in mind, I am asking parents 

and carers not to drive onto the school 

site. Students should be making their 

way to school by bus, bicycle or on foot, 

unless there are exceptional 

circumstances. 

In the unlikely circumstance that your 

son cannot walk, cycle, or travel by bus 

to school, please could I ask you to use 

Kent Way as a drop off and pick up 

point? Bear in mind that residents of 

that road have also raised concerns 

about traffic congestion.    Mr N Smith 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1kOAkLBOuIVY8ja8Joox0AqW0famSHCTbs9AgCkU2yyE/edit?usp=sharing


 

https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/southborough-high-school


 

Year  7   

Student  

of the Week 

Points  

of the Week 

  

  Year  8 

  Student 

of the Week 

Points  

of the Week 

Mustafa B 

7SLE 

Jacob C  

7CLC 

  

    

Year  9   

Student  

of the Week 

Points  

of the Week 

  

  Toby D 

8ABS 

Harry P 

8SHO 

  

  

  Year  10 

Tsz Nok N 

9JGR 

Sam S 

9MBR 

Student  

of the Week 

Points  

of the Week 

    

Year  11   

Student  

of the Week 

Points  

of the Week 

  

    

  Hamza T 

10DPE 

Dima M 

10MRB  

    

Lucas H 

11DMO 

Ricardo G 

11DPU  

  

Year Group Weekly Reward Celebrations 

No image 

available 

No image 

available 



  

  

  

  

  

QUOTE OF THE WEEK:

"I cannot describe the depths of my 
personal sorrow at the suffering of 

so many, as I continue to deepen my 
own understanding of slavery's 
enduring impact. Many of those 

wrongs belong to an earlier age with 
different – and, in some ways lesser 
– values. By working together, we 
are building a new and enduring 

friendship."  

—King Charles III 

October is Black History Month in the UK. 

Black History Month gives everyone the 

opportunity to share, celebrate and 

understand the impact of black heritage 

and culture, and with November and 

Remembrance 'just round the corner', 

why not look up the life of Walter Tull, 

the first Black professional football player 

in this country and the first Black officer 

serving in the British Army? And so a 

quote from our new monarch: 

Extracurricular timetable: PE Department  Autumn Term 2022 

  Lunch Clubs After School 

 Monday  PE GCSE Table Tennis - 
Mr Taylor 

Year 7 and 8 Football Academy 
Mr Eacott 

Tuesday PE GCSE Basketball 
Mr Johnson 

  

Year 7 Football - Field - Mr Grinstead 

Year 8 Football - Field - Mr Eacott/Mr Colbert 

Year 9 Football - Field - Mr Taylor 

 Year 7/8/9 Basketball - Gyms - Mr Johnson 

Wednesday   Year 7 Table Tennis - Mr 
Grinstead / Mr Colbert 

 KS4 / KS5 Basketball - Mr Johnson 

 Year 7 & 8 Badminton - Mr Taylor 

Thursday Year 8 / 9 Table Tennis - 
Mr Colber/ Mr Grinstead 

        Year 7 Rugby - Field -  
Mr Grinstead / Mr Johnson 

Year 8 Rugby - Field - Mr Colbert  

Year 9 Rugby - Field - Mr Taylor 

Friday  No Lunch clubs KS4 Table Tennis  - Mr Colbert 

 Year 7 Dodgeball - Gyms - Mr Grinstead 

  




