
Our v is ion is:   Aspirat ion—Commitment—Excel lence  

Our Values Are: 

  
 

              
Service of Thanksgiving for Queen Elizabeth II 

Our Service of Thanksgiving took place on Thursday afternoon. It was a 

very special service, featuring readings, reflections, student 

contributions, prayers, a hymn and the National Anthem. I would like to 

thank Mr Edwards and Mr Iles for leading the organisation of this special 

event at such short notice and Rev Wickings for being such a gracious 

host. 

Purpose 

Our purpose is to make the difference for all of our students. 
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 Forthcoming Events 

Monday, 19 September 

 Bank Holiday (School closed) 

Tuesday, 20 September 

 Year 12 Curriculum Evening 

Wednesday, 21 September 

 Year 7 Welcome Evening and Tea 
 with the Headteacher 

 DEAR Time P2 

 7 pm PTA Meeting  

Wednesday, 28 September 

 Open Evening 

Monday, 3 October 

 Open Day Tours 

Tuesday, 4 October 

 Open Day Tours 

Wednesday, 5 October 

 Open Day Tours 

 Sixth Form Open Evening 

Thursday, 6 October 

 National Poetry Day 

Monday, 10 October 

 Open Day Tours 

Tuesday, 11 October 

 Open Day Tours 

Wednesday, 12 October 

 Open Day Tours 

Saturday, 15 October 

9:00am School Of Rock 
 Whole Cast Rehearsal  

MultiUse Games Area Rota 

Use of the MUGA at each break and lunch 

this term is as follows: 

Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri 

Y7 Y8 Y9 Y10 Y11 

Homework Club! 

Ms Pollicott is running 

Homework Club every day 

from 3:15 until 4:10.  

 

Places are limited, and 

allocated on a first-come-

first-served basis! 

A great start..! 

We have made a great start to the school year, 

characterised by hard work and commitment. 

Student Recruitment & School Roll 

I am pleased to report that Year 7 is full (150 

students) and that Year 12 recruitment currently 

stands at a very pleasing 94. The total school roll 

is currently 845, which (I believe) is the largest 

in the history of the school.  

Bank Holiday 

Monday is, as announced, a Bank Holiday. I look 

forward to seeing all students again on Tuesday. 

Kind regards, 

Mr N. Smith 

Headteacher 

 



 

We love our new school! 

New Year 7 students share first impressions on joining  

Southborough High School 

Earlier this week The Griffin Reporter 

caught up with a number of new Year 

7 students to find out how they were 

settling in and what they thought of 

their new school.  It was a truly 

delightful catch up as each and every 

student was smart, polite and 

articulate and, most importantly, they 

all appeared to be super keen to share 

stories of why they were all so happy 

to be at their new school! 

Many were quick to point out that they 

had attended Southborough’s Summer 

School and this had proved to be the 

perfect time to meet new friends, 

familiarise yourself with the school 

building and have some fun bonding 

with both students and staff. “It was 

great fun and we did so many 

interesting things, like team-building 

exercises, going to a theme park, 

bowling, making pizza, watching a 

movie with big tubs of popcorn and 

lots of other exciting things”. 

Asked about how it was now that they 

had started school, Owen was one of 

the first to point out that it was a 

great feeling being treated as ‘more 

grown up’. “We were warned in 

primary school that the teachers at 

secondary school would be very stern 

and strict, so we were all a little 

worried about this. However, we 

couldn’t have wished for a warmer 

welcome from them all when we 

arrived. The teachers certainly made it 

clear about expectations of behaviour 

and work, but they did this in a kind 

and encouraging way. Many of us 

have already been given ‘positive 

points’ for being good and working 

hard. I think it’s great that you can 

collect these points and exchange 

them for gifts. The student with the 

greatest number of points each year 

wins a top of the range bike. How 

great is that?!”        

     (continued…) 



 

Rufus felt that he had already 

benefitted from our specialist subject 

teachers. Our primary school teachers 

were brilliant but they had the difficult 

job of teaching us everything. Now 

that we are older, we are ready to 

learn about each subject in more 

depth. I really love the spacious art 

studios and the wide range of 

materials we can use. The fab artwork 

on display really inspires me!”  

Mustafa added “I love the Science 

lessons. I’ve used a Bunsen burner for 

the first time ever and love taking part 

in Science experiments. Esrom also 

said he loved the facilities at 

Southborough. “The gyms are huge 

and we are learning to play different 

sports. The very best thing, though, is 

the playing fields. I really didn’t realise 

that Southborough had such huge 

playing fields located so close to the 

school. It only takes us a couple of 

minutes to walk over to them and we 

have a nice pavilion to change into our 

PE kits. We don’t waste any precious 

time from our PE lessons travelling to 

and from the playing fields!” 

Tom said that he really appreciated 

being in such a spacious environment 

and liked the fact that everyone 

moved from lesson to lesson. “It’s a 

great way to stretch your legs and 

have a quick catch up with your 

friends as you move from floor to 

floor. Kenzo added “The big boys are 

also kind to us when we see them in 

the corridors, even though they get a 

little crowded when there’s a lesson 

change.”  What I like about lesson 

change and break times is that there’s 

always lots of staff about in the 

canteen, corridors and playground. It 

makes me feel safe and secure, 

knowing that they are there to help.” 

Everyone agreed that the canteen was 
fabulous! They couldn’t believe that 
there was such a great choice of food 
on offer and that you could choose 
whatever you liked - as long as you 
had enough money on ParentPay, that 
is! Even though the new Year 7 
students had only been at 
Southborough for a few weeks, 
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 they could all explain to 

our Griffin Reporter 

about the benefits of the 

school’s ACE Reward 

system and the fact that 

Southborough gave out 

‘zehrs’ instead of 

detentions for poor 

behaviour. One student 

agreed that ‘zehrs’ were 

the ‘looming consequence of not doing 

what you should be doing’ and that he 

and his classmates were already 

mindful of always doing the right 

thing. “Zehrs are better than 

detentions, though, as you get the 

chance to speak to the 

teacher who gave you 

the zehr in the first 

place. Teachers calmly 

explain why the zehr 

was given and provide 

strategies for doing the 

right thing next time. 

It’s better than sitting in 

silence!” 

The students posed for photos in front 

of our Grace Dear mural and were 

keen to find out more about the 

charity that we work so closely with. 

They were all aware of the importance 

of looking after your mental health as 

well as your physical health and that 

there were both mental health 

ambassadors to talk to , 

as well as a school 

counsellor, who was 

based on D floor, next to 

the Drama room. They 

certainly loved using the 

outdoor gym equipment 

in the playground and 

appreciated the fact that 

they had been 

generously donated to 

the school by The Grace Dear Trust. 

 The boys also enthused about the 

library. It’s a great place to sit quietly 

at break times and also 

the librarian is in charge 

of the school shop. “You 

can ‘spend’/exchange 

your positive points for a 

range of nice things – 

like a football, for 

instance. That’s really 

cool!” 

 The last thing that the boys wanted to 

talk about was, of course, the sad 

passing of our Queen. “We were so 

lucky to have her, weren’t we?” said 

one. “It’s important that we show her 

the respect that she deserves. We 

have been speaking and learning 

about her in tutor time 

all week and have had a 

special assembly about 

her. Tomorrow we have 

the option of attending a 

special memorial service 

about her at the local 

church.” The 

conversation ended on a 

brief discussion about 

Charles III. “If we were Elizabethans 

during Queen Elizabeth’s reign, what 

would we be calling ourselves now, 

under Charles’ reign. Some of the 

suggestions made the boys giggle. 

“Charlstons? Carlosians? Charles-

bethans?!! The Griffin Reporter 

explained that Charles in Latin was 

Carolus, therefore we 

would be known as 

Caroleans, just as 

people were known as 

‘Jacobeans’ in King 

James’ time. The boys 

seemed to like this new 

name. “We are the first 

Year 7 Caroleans that 

Southborough has ever 

had!”  observed one student. The 

Griffin Reporter couldn’t help but add: 

“And you are also smart, engaged, 

hard-working and really great 



 
 

              

 Y7-Y9 French Trip to Normandy                          June 2023 
 

We will be running a  
5 day trip to 
Normandy, France next 
summer from Monday 
26th - Friday 30th 
2023. 
 

You will be staying at 
the beautiful Château 
Le Kinnor and visit 
Monet’s Garden and 
house at Giverny, The 
Bayeux Tapestry, Mont 
Saint Michel and the  
D-Day landing beaches 
at Arromanches. 
 

 

To guarantee your 

place on this 

memorable trip, your 

deposit of £150 is due 

by October 1st. 

Further instalments 

are due in December 

(£150), February and 

March (£100 each). 

The payments are by 

ParentPay and are 

open now. 

Please note the trip is 

for students studying 

French in all years 

from 7 to 9. 



 

 In recent years, our fundraising has been a great success. We held many 

events, such as cake and hot chocolate sales, Bingo and family Quizes, ice-

cream sales and refreshments during joint theatre performances with Tolworth 

Girls School.  

 Funds have paid for table tennis 

tables, cameras for the media 

department, sets of spiked trainers for 

PE, churros makers for MFL, a 

contactless payment device for Young 

Enterprise, and many smaller 

investments which make school special 

for all the boys. 

 We need new ideas and renewed energy both to make some fun for the 

children and to raise much needed funds for the school. We really need input and 

support from as many of you as possible. 

If you wish to join the PTA, please complete the 

 Southborough PTA Registration Form  

 The PTA will be holding its first meeting for 2022-23 on Wednesday 21st 

September at 7pm. You are welcome to come to school or attend virtually. 

Everyone is welcome! 

Virtual meeting code Join with Google Meet 

meet.google.com/vpc-myrc-oay  

We very much hope to (virtually) see you all there! 
 

Please contact the school office office@southborough.kingston.sch.uk if you have any queries.  

Welcome to the  

Parent Teacher Association (PTA)  

Yummy cake sales Tempting Prizes for bingo and quizzes 

Family fun events 

Every parent and carer is invited to become a member of 

the PTA when their son joins the school and we rely on 

your help to make it a success.  

Please get involved as much as you can. 

The PTA's primary roles are to hold fun events to enjoy 

and to fundraise for extra-curricular equipment, resources 

and experiences that benefit every student. 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfWV6IsPhttps:/docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfWV6IsPMFho-SbKt51SyAMAMv-BeFsGeSOyhFUUcylv_hwkA/viewform?usp=sf_link
meet.google.com/vpc-myrc-oay
mailto:office@southborough.kingston.sch.uk


“Alaska ” by James A Michener  

This book is about the lands of 

Alaska, beginning with how it 

was formed geographically to the 

explorers who found it, the 

eskimos the Aleutians. It 

continues on to the story of the gold rushes in Nome 

and the Klondike and then to the discovery of oil in 

Prudhoe Bay.  

This book covers every aspect of Alaska, its history, 

its formation and owners (it was sold by Russia to 

USA 155 years ago for $7.2 million!). 

Many great lives and stories have taken place in 

Alaska, and this book tells them all! 

One of my favourite parts was the story of Captain 

Bering and how he helped the eskimos. 

Not surprisingly, it is a long read at 868 pages! This 

makes it quite a heavy read, so most suitable for 

ages 14+, but it is well worth it if you like stories 

about people in history and different places to your 

own. 

 

Rating:                          Reviewed by Joshua W 8GSR 

Dinah, Lloyd and Harvey are all siblings, moving back to their old house. They defeated The Demonheadmaster previously, and they were very confident with 

this 

Extracurricular timetable: PE Department  Autumn Term 2022 

  Lunch Clubs After School 

 Monday  PE GCSE Table Tennis - 
Mr Taylor 

Year 7 and 8 Football Academy 
Mr Eacott 

Tuesday PE GCSE Basketball 
Mr Johnson 

  

Year 7 Football - Field - Mr Grinstead 

Year 8 Football - Field - Mr Eacott/Mr Colbert 

Year 9 Football - Field - Mr Taylor 

 Year 7/8/9 Basketball - Gyms - Mr Johnson 

Wednesday   Year 7 Table Tennis - Mr 
Grinstead / Mr Colbert 

 KS4 / KS5 Basketball - Mr Johnson 

 Year 7 & 8 Badminton - Mr Taylor 

Thursday Year 8 / 9 Table Tennis - 
Mr Colber/ Mr Grinstead 

        Year 7 Rugby - Field -  
Mr Grinstead / Mr Johnson 

Year 8 Rugby - Field - Mr Colbert  

Year 9 Rugby - Field - Mr Taylor 

Friday  No Lunch clubs KS4 Table Tennis  - Mr Colbert 

 Year 7 Dodgeball - Gyms - Mr Grinstead 

  



Hi there! My name is Patti and I am the counsellor at Southborough High School. 

Sometimes life can bring challenges and it can feel isolating 

and tough to know who to talk to about difficult feelings. 

Counselling can provide a safe, caring and confidential space to 

help you feel less lonely and isolated through being able to 

speak about difficult feelings. Counselling can help you to 

better understand yourself and others. It can also help you 

understand the things that are worrying you and how you’re 

feeling. 

Seeing a counsellor is different than talking to your family or 

friends because it is focused only on you and your counsellor 

won’t get angry, judgemental, or upset. I know that it can be 

scary to take the first steps and reach out – especially if you’re feeling ashamed, 

embarrassed or angry. My priority is that you feel heard, that you feel safe and that you 

receive the support you deserve and need. Counsellors are not there to tell you what to do 

or give you advice – I can help you find your voice and find better ways of coping. 

If you feel that counselling might help, it can be a good idea to reach out to your parents, 

trusted peers, tutor or trusted teacher, Head of Year or anyone in the Pastoral Team and 

discuss whether counselling might feel like a good way to go. I also hold drop-in sessions 

on Tuesdays (for pupils) and Wednesdays (for staff) during Lesson 5/lunch. My office is on 

D floor, next to Drama. 

“When we are no longer able to change a situation we are challenged to change ourselves” 

Viktor Frankl 

Patti Prieto    pprieto@southborough.kingston.sch.uk  



 

Year  7 Year  9 

Student  

of the Week 

  

 

Points  

of the Week 

Student  

of the Week 

Points  

of the Week 

    

    

Oluwalolase A-D 

7SPN  

Harry R  

7CLC 

Jake S 

9RBG  

Filip B 

9MBR 

    

Year  8 Year  8 

Student  

of the Week 

Points  

of the Week 

Student  

of the Week 

Points  

of the Week 

    

    

    

Jesse B 

8GSR 

Kaii B 

8GSR  

Archie P 

8ABS  

Matthew K 

8ABS  

    

Year  10 Year  11 

Student  

of the Week 

Points  

of the Week 

Student  

of the Week 

Points  

of the Week 

    

    

    

Martin J 

10GWO  

Rakul P 

10GWO  
Leo T 

11CAN 

Richard L 

11JFO 

Year Group Weekly Reward Celebrations 

No image 

available 



  

  

  

  

  

QUOTE OF THE WEEK:

“While we may have more still to 
endure, better days will return: we will 

be with our friends again; we will be 
with our families again; we will meet 

again.” 

“When peace comes, remember it will be 
for us, the children of today, to make the 
world of tomorrow a better and happier 

place.”   

HM Queen Elizabeth II  
 

It was with great sadness that we learnt 

of  the passing of The Queen. In this 

period of mourning, two further quotes 

for us to reflect and draw inspiration 

from: 

 

Catering Assistant Vacancy 
 

Term Time Only: 16 hours per week Monday – Friday £9.50 per hour 

 

Alliance in Partnership, Southborough’s  catering partners, 
need a new Catering Assistant 

 

Are you that person? The answer could be “yes” if you… 

• Are customer focused and flexible 

• Have a positive and can-do attitude 

• Are consistent in everyday duties 

• Enjoy learning and working in a team 

 

I’m interested, but what does the job involve? 

• Food preparation, hygiene and washing up 

• Preparing the dining area for service 

 

Want to know more? Then why not… 

Contact Alliance in Partnership’s Operations Manager, 

Jason Matthews, on 07958 433389 



 

The 

GREAT BIG 

SCHOOL UNIFORM 

APPEAL 
  SOUTHBOROUGH HIGH SCHOOL PTA 

      Have you got school uniform 

  that is in wearable condition? 

We would like your clean, wearable, 

outgrown or unused Southborough uniform. 

Please drop them off at the School Office. 

We are really sorry but we cannot accept ripped or damaged uniform or worn socks or underwear 


