
 

 
 

              
World Book Day 

I was immensely impressed by the effort that went into World Book 

Day on Thursday. The whole day had a really positive “buzz” about 

it, with the whole school community sharing in a love of literature 

and literacy..! Enormous thanks go to Mr Haque and the English 

Faculty, who led this project. 

National Offer Day 

The next generation of Southborough students received their offers 

on 1st March. I am pleased to inform you that we have offered over 

150 places in response to a request by the Local Authority to provide 

more places for rising secondary school places across the borough. 

We look forward to welcoming our new students on Friendship Day 

on Saturday 26th March. 

 

Kind regards, 

 

Mr N. Smith 

Purpose 

Our purpose is to make the difference for all of our students. 
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 Forthcoming Events 

Tuesday, 8 March 2022 

 International Women's Day 

 7pm PTA Meeting (Online) 

 6:30pm Yr 9 Options Evening 

Wednesday, 9 March 2022 

 GCSE Art (practical) Exam 
 until 11 March  

Friday, 10 March 2022  

 Whole School Reading P4  

Monday, 14 March 2022 

 Exam Weeks 3: Years 11 +13 
 until 25th March 

Monday, 21 March 2022 

 Exam Week 2: Years 7, 8, 10 +12 
 until 25th March 

 Exam Week 3: Year 9 until 25th March 

Saturday, 26 March 2022 

 Friendship Day 

Monday, 28 March 2022 

 RAG Week (until 1 Apr) 

Tuesday, 29 March 

 19:00 “School of Rock: The Musical” 

Saturday, 2 April 

 Easter Holidays 
 (Students return 20 Apr) 

Thursday, 21 April  

 Year 11 Drama Exam: Technical 
 and Dress Rehearsal (all day)  

Friday, 22 April  

 Year 11 Drama Exam  

Wednesday, 27 April 

 Junior Maths Challenge 
 (until 28th Apr) 

Friday, 29 April 

 Whole School Reading P1 

Monday, 2 May 

 Yr 9,11 +13 Student Support Plan and 
 Key Group Reviews 
 (SEN, PP, EAL, OL, PSP) 

Wednesday, 4 May 

 Whole School Photograph 

Tuesday, 10 May  

STEM Faraday Challenge Day: 
 External Facilitators from 7am  

Over the past two academic years, the Arts 
Society Kingston has supported Southborough 
with some of its Arts and Drama projects. This is 

s involvement 

One major outcome has been the installation of 
works at the Kingston Station 

Please follow the link below to see Mr Morgan, 
Head of the Arts Faculty at Southborough, 
explaining some of the past work. The film was 
produced by the Jarman family of the Arts 

Homework Club! 

Ms Pollicott is running 

Homework Club every day 

from 3:15 until 4:10.  

 

Places are limited, and 

allocated on a first-come-

first-served basis! 

Drama 

There are LAMDA lessons for Outstanding 
Learners in Drama and English every Monday and 
Thursday between 3:30 and 4:30 in D7: 
 
Monday  Years 10 & 11 OLs 
Thursday  Years  8 & 9 OLs. 

Points Rewards: Prize Collection 

When you order a Points Rewards prize, please 

collect it either on the day or the next day from 

Mrs Pollicott only in the LRC after school 

Southborough PTA 

Please join the PTA Online Meeting 

next Tuesday 7pm 

meet.google.com/vpc-myrc-oay  

 

Comedy Night tickets are selling fast and the PTA 

is asking for help at the school with setting up 

the event, serving drinks and afterwards. 

The PTA is also appealing for some help with 

Friendship Day morning on Saturday 26th March 

nbennett@southborough.kingston.sch.uk. 

Parents’ Events 

1) Tuesday 8th March  

Y9 Options Evening 6:30 

2) Click to see the upcoming  

Parental Support Events 

 

Exam Weeks Dates: March 2022 

Y7:   21/03 – 25/03   

Y8:   21/03 – 25/03 

Y9:   21/03 – 25/03   

Y10: 21/03 – 25/03 

Y11: 14/03 – 25/03 (2 weeks) 

Y12: 21/03 – 25/03 

Y13: 14/03 – 25/03 (2 weeks) 

https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=OrKTIWfx-uw&feature=youtu.be
https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=OrKTIWfx-uw&feature=youtu.be
meet.google.com/vpc-myrc-oay
mailto:nbennett@southborough.kingston.sch.uk?subject=PTA%20Help




 Year 9 Options Afternoon and Evening: Tuesday 8th March 

Time to choose 

What is the Options process? 

In March students start to decide with their parents which options subjects that 

they want to take through Years 10 and 11—GCSEs and so on. 

The process begins with an Options Afternoon for the students (3:15—4:30) 

where they y Students have the opportunity to have four short ‘taster’ sessions 

with different subjects of their choice. There is then an Options Evening for 

parents (6:30—7:30).  

After this, students will meet with Mr Sanders or Ms Banks to discuss their 

choices and receive further advice and guidance on where their subject choices 

might lead them. 

What subjects can I choose? 

Students choose four options, alongside their core studies (look at the Options 

Booklet on the school website for much more subject detail) 

The Core subjects are: English Language, English Literature, Science (Combined 

Science – minimum), Maths and Statistics. 

This means that all students start off Year 10 with 10 subjects in their timetable. 

How should I choose?  Ms Banks’ Top Tips 

Choosing your GCSE options can be a stressful time, but remember, you're not 

the only student to survive this stage of your education, and help will never be 

far away—ask your teachers! 

Decide which subjects you are good 

at, particularly since these are the ones 

you are more likely to enjoy.  Also, 

those subjects you have a natural flair 

for might inform your career decisions 

further down the line. 

Think about your career 

It's almost certain that subjects 

you take in 6th Form will have to 

be part of your options at GCSE. 

This long term thinking also 

applies to university and careers. 

Strike a balance 

Choose good GCSE 

options that will 

look balanced. 

The reason for 

balance is not to 

please teachers or 

planners, it's just a 

way of keeping 

your options open. 

Try to not shut too 

many doors too 

soon. 

Choose the subject not 

the teacher

We all know sometimes 

Don't pick what your 

friends are doing 

Try not to just choose 

subjects that your friends 

are taking - doing different 

classes won't effect your 

social circle, and will give 

you plenty to talk about 

when you do meet up! 

There's a good chance you 

will make new mates in 

your subject classes 

anyway, which is always a 

positive. 

Don't worry about your 

future salary 

At this point, it's not worth 

looking up the average 

salaries of various jobs to 

see what GCSEs will land 

you the best paid career.  

You’ll be at your happiest if 

your eventual career is one 

you feel able to do, and one 

you enjoy at least several 

aspects of. The jobs of 

tomorrow likely don’t exist 

today! Skill up! 

http://www.southborough.kingston.sch.uk/images/Options/Options_Booklet_2022-24.pdf
http://www.southborough.kingston.sch.uk/images/Options/Options_Booklet_2022-24.pdf


 

Young Enterprise is a national charity 

that believes that the potential of the 

UK’s young people is unlimited and 

that an academic education on its own 

is not enough. As a national charity, it 

motivates young people to succeed in 

the changing world of work by 

equipping them with the work skills, 

knowledge and confidence they need. 

The Young Enterprise Company 

Programme started in 1963 and since 

then, 1.1 million young people have 

taken part across the UK 

demonstrating their skills, 

competencies and enterprising 

mindsets in a constantly changing 

world. Secondary schools up and down 

the UK are able to take part in the 

programme and competing students 

develop their key employability skills 

by making all the decisions about their 

business, from deciding the company 

name and product, to creating a 

business plan, managing their finances 

and selling their products.  

As you can imagine, the past couple of 

years made it near impossible for 

students to run a company in the usual 

way. Marketplaces in and around 

London – where students traditionally 

sell their products - were closed. Large 

gatherings to pitch/deliver 

presentations were cancelled. Sourcing 

product materials abroad was near 

impossible. Many schools in the UK 

who would normally have taken part in 

the competition decided to simply give 

it a miss. Southborough High School 

was, of course, made of tougher stuff 

and went on to perform well in the 

Kingston and Richmond finals last 

year. 

YE competition back with a 

vengeance! 

This year, the competition is back with 

a vengeance and schools up and down 

the country are once again putting 

their business heads together to 

research, produce and sell innovative 

new products to a waiting 

marketplace.                 (continued…) 



 Earlier in the academic year, Year 12 

students had to apply for a position in 

this year’s team and once this was 

complete, they had to decide amongst 

themselves who was going to 

undertake which role. Fortunately, the 

team possessed enough breadth of 

skill and talent to fill the various roles 

encompassing finance, operations, 

logistics, production, sales, marketing 

and more. Aya Fesel and Emma Jung 

were awarded the prestigious roles of 

joint Managing Director and have 

already put their management skills 

successfully to the test. 

Raising money to finance the 
company 
One of the first 
things that 
Team Oryx – as 
they named 
themselves – 
were charged 
with was to 
raise as much 
capital as 
possible to fund 
the company. 
Without money, 
of course, you can’t buy raw materials 
and other resources to produce your 
products. 
 
To this end, the team ran a series of 
fund-raising activities including car 
washing, cake and sweet sales and 
Year 7 and Year 8 Movie Nights. Once 

they had raised the required amount, 
they had to focus all their attention on 
researching appropriate products to 
sell. 

A break through! 
After many weeks of intensive 
research, the team had a break 
through. Tapping into a post-pandemic 
marketplace where people young and 
old found themselves dealing with the 
stresses of everyday life, they 
identified a need to have something 
small and unobtrusive that people 
could play or ‘fidget’ with to calm them 
down. The team didn’t want it to be 
like the traditional lump or ball of 
squishy plastic (although they 
undeniably work well for many) as 
these often sign-post a person’s 
anxiety when seen holding it. The 
team were also aware that one of their 
key markets – the boys at 
Southborough – needed something 
more discreet; they didn’t want them 
to get in trouble for using it in and 
around the school. 
 
The breakthrough was the design of 
four different looking ‘fidget’ rings, a 
style for everyone, young or old. The 
rings can be worn discreetly and when 
nervous, anxious or just looking for a 
small action to calm the nerves, the 
ring can comfortably and easily be 
twisted and played with without 
drawing any unnecessary attention 
from people around them. And they 
look very stylish indeed! 
     (continued…) 



 Keeping prices reasonable by 
keeping production costs down 
 
The Production team lead by our highly 
motivated Production Director Ivan 
Tashev, experimented with producing 
their own rings, courtesy of our 
wonderful Design and Technology 
department. The result is stylish 
looking rings that can be produced by 
the team at lower, in-house costs. 
Having in-house production, of course, 
means that the team are in total 
control of their production supply and 
can pass the monetary savings onto 
their customers. 

 
 
 

Proof is in the pudding… 
Last Saturday, along with seven other 
competing local schools, Team Oryx 
launched their products at the first 
stage of the competition – Kingston 
Trade Fair. The sales and marketing 
team produced an eye-catching display 
stand and the products were show-
cased in attractive packaging. 
(continued…) 



 Competition success! 

 
Our team really believed in their 
product and showed great sales skills, 
chatting to potential buyers and 
enjoying the general buzz of the 
marketplace. 
 
Suffice to say, the products went down 
a storm and were bought by a wide 
audience of people. However, one 
outcome that the team had not 
expected was how well the packaging 
of the rings would be received. 
Customers commented on how 
attractive the accompanying discs 
were and how useful they could be as 
coasters as well. So a ‘two for one’ 
product soon evolved!!!! 
 
The Young Enterprise judges were also 
impressed with our team of students 
and awarded them ‘Best Sales Team’. 
We feel so proud of how Team Oryx 
have done so far. Special thanks to the 
team’s Finance Director and Company 
Secretary who demonstrated an 
exceptional performance during 
Kingston Fair. Keegan Peacock and 
Samia Kalam impressed the judges 

with their pitch sales and excellent 
customer services. 
 
Next stop will be Spitalfields 

Marketplace on March 8th and products 

will be sold in and around the school 

(look out for further details shortly!) 

Well done to Team Oryx, Business 
Teacher Ms Melo, Business Mentor 
Tony Elsdon and Business Manager Mrs 
Bennett for all their hard work.  

Let the competition continue!!!! 



“Diary of a Wimpy Kid: The Meltdown”  

by Jeff Kinney 

Diary of a wimpy kid Is an amazing set 

of books used as journals for a young 

boy named Greg Heffley. This book is 

about when his middle school gets shut 

down because of a large snow storm which ends up with the 

entire neighbourhood of kids to start a huge snow war.  

He then decides to build a fort with block of snow made with 

an old recycling bin, but some home- schooled kids take his 

fort, multiple groups of kids start copying the forts and a 

different group of the neighbourhood’s kids start a huge 

battle that quickly degrades into pure and utter chaos.  

The part I like about the story is when they get double 

crossed by a kid named Trevor Nix. He ends up tricking half 

of them to go on a phoney skirmish to ambush some kids 

making snowballs for lower Surrey Street. The two parts I 

despise are when Greg Heffley has a fantasy of him having a 

buff body, and when his friend Rowley needed the toilet and tried to do it behind a rock, 

and the book doesn’t even say if it’s a number one or two and it ends up attracting a 

CROWD.   I recommend this for people who like a bit of nonsense! 

 

Rating:      Reviewed by Asher R 7SHO 





 

Parental Support Workshops  
 

During the academic year, Southborough will be hosting a number 
of parental support workshops led by specialists focusing on key 
areas to support students and parents. Everyone is welcome; 
existing and future parents/carers and students. 
 
 

“Motivating and engaging 
students with their learning” 
Thursday 24th February  
6pm until 7pm 

 

“Youth Mental Health First 
Aid Training for parents/
carers” 
Wednesday March 9th 
12pm until 4pm half day or 

Wednesday April 27th 
9am until 4pm full day 

See details by clicking here 

 

“Supporting students with Autism” 
Wednesday 4th May 

6pm until 7pm 

 

“Understanding Dyslexia”  
Thursday 16th June 
6pm until 7pm 

 

To book yourself onto one or more of these workshops please 
complete the booking form by clicking here 

 

http://www.southborough.kingston.sch.uk/images/ParentEvents/Southborough_MHFA_offer.pdf
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfj9-v_ve_93DFJzwTMuE-cgxBnJrv8U71LdIIciucAbNBjPw/viewform?vc=0&c=0&w=1&flr=0


 

Year  7   

Student  

of the Week 

Points  

of the Week 

  

  Year  8 

  Student 

of the Week 

Points  

of the Week 

Jacob M 

7GSR 

Srishakethyan P 

7GSR  

  

    

Year  9   

Student  

of the Week 

Points  

of the Week 

  

  Jake J 

8CLC 

Santhosh S 

8MBR 

  

  

  Year  10 

Oliver F 

9MRB  

Ben C 

9DYU 

Student  

of the Week 

Points  

of the Week 

    

Year  11   

Student  

of the Week 

Points  

of the Week 

  

    

  Kahio M-D 

10DSO 

Yousif A-J 

10DSO 

    

Robert M-S 

11DJO  

Ilir A 

11DJO 

  

Year Group Weekly Reward Celebrations 

No image 

available 



Extracurricular timetable: PE Department  Spring Term 2022 

  Before School 
8:00-8:30 am 

After School 

 Monday  Year 7 Football Academy—Mr Eacott 

Tuesday Table Tennis -Gym 
Mr Colbert 

Year 7 Football - Field—Mr Boorman 
Year 8 Football - Field—Mr Taylor 

Year 9 Football—Field—Mr Grinstead 
Year 7/8/9 Basketball - Gyms - Mr Johnson 

Year 7 Table Tennis—Gym—Mr Colbert 

Wednesday   Year 8 Rugby—Field—Mr Taylor 
Year 10 Football—Mr Boorman 

Senior Basketball—Gym—Mr Sanders  

Thursday Endurance Fitness Club—
Gym—Mr Boorman 

Year 7 Rugby - Field—Mr Colbert 
Year 9 Rugby—Field—Mr Johnson 

Table Tennis - Gyms—Mr Grinstead 

Friday Speed and Power Fitness 
Club - Gym—Mr Boorman 

Athletics - Track—Mr Boorman/Mr Carter 
Volleyball Club—Gym—Coach training 
Hockey—Astro MUGA—Mr Grinstead 

Yr 8 & 9 Dodgeball—Ms Banks 

6th Form sport sessions  

Tues P2 & P4  Weds P1 & P2 Fri P1 & P4 

Word from the School Counsellor  
hbellamy@southborough.kingston.sch.uk             

Dear students and parents/carers 
 
Welcome back to the new year! 
If you have something worrying you that 
you would like to talk 
about (and that might be 
your mood/attitude as 
much as an external 
situation), then please 
drop in at break times on 
Tuesdays or Wednesdays. 
The counselling room is up 
on D floor next to the 
drama studio. You can also 
message me on 
ClassCharts or email:  

hbellamy@southborough.kingston.sch.uk 

 
It's a good idea to first speak to your 
parents, trusted peers, tutor/ teacher, 
Head of Year or anyone on the Pastoral 
team and discuss whether counselling 
seems the way to go. Have a look at this 
video to find out more......... 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=8wdM8OP0cN0&t=6s 

Ms Bellamy 

  

  

  

  

  

QUOTE OF THE WEEK:

“The chief task in life is simply this: to 
identify and separate matters so that I 

can say clearly to myself which are 
externals not under my control, and 
which have to do with the choices I 

actually control.  

Where then do I look for good and evil? 
Not to uncontrollable externals, but 

within myself to the choices that are my 
own…”   - Epictetus 

Many of us are understandably anxious 

and troubled by the conflict in the 

Ukraine. Our hearts are 'heavy' as we 

witness daily death, 

damage, displacement and distress. 

"Where will this end?" some ask. "What 

can I do?" others ask. The 

answers are unclear I think. 

Perhaps the wisdom of the past can help 

us at this moment, specifically the 

reflections of a Greek Stoic thinker.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8wdM8OP0cN0&t=6s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8wdM8OP0cN0&t=6s


Register at www.richmondvolleyball.co.uk/beach/camps 

Or mail beach@richmondvolleyball.co.uk for more information 

http://www.richmondvolleyball.co.uk/beach/camps
mailto:beach@richmondvolleyball.co.uk


Southborough Steps Up 
Are you in Year 9, 10, 11 or 12?  

Have you started thinking about what you might like to 
do after you finish school? 

We’d like to introduce Southborough Steps Up, a 

platform to help you to decide what you’d like to do and 

where you’d like to go in the next phase of your 

education. We will be providing enrichment activities, 

events and advice to help you to aim higher and go 

further. Do follow us on Twitter (@SHSaspiration) and 

Instagram (@southboroughstepsup) for information. 

Mrs McIntyre 

 Outstanding Learning 

Demonstrating Outstanding Learning in Photography in this case is about expressing the 

concept of ‘perfection’. Sixth Former Dillon P has used his imagination, equipment and of 

course patience to capture these images. 

  

Dillon’s teacher comments “Dillon  

has strived to create images that 

he wants to make as perfect as 

he can. Not always an easy task. 

The images selected show how 

Dillon has made a clear approach 

at making precise compositions 

using a variety of techniques. 

 

Image one is an inverted 

landscape reflected in water. 

Image two is Dillon’s response to 

the work of artist/photographer 

Louis Maclean— it plays with 

geometric form, reflected shape 

and light.  

Image three  is a strong, simple, 

bold piece that shows a good 

understanding of the artist/

photographer studied. 

Dillon’s work in Photography over 

the last year has been continually 

improving; he is willing to 

experiment and analyse the 

results, always looking for an 

answer to the question, “how can 

I make this better?” 

 

Sixth form Photography students 

are encouraged to take photographs 

regularly and are given a series of 

themed photoshoots to complete. 




