
 
 

              

 

Purpose 

Our purpose is to make the difference for all of our students. 

School Improvement Plan 2021-23 

Our School Improvement Plan is the principal means by which we, as a school, intend to 

make the difference for all of our students. Over the next two years, we will be working on 

three priorities: 

⚫ Priority 1: Quality of Learning & Teaching 

 This is the school’s principal activity and we are committed to ensuring the best 

 provision possible; 

⚫ Priority 2: Targeted Academic Support 

 We monitor and assess the progress of our students regularly and we know that 

 some groups of students need additional support to achieve their potential; we are 

 committed to providing this support; 

⚫ Priority 3: Wider School Strategies 

 This area of endeavour encompasses activities and initiatives which take place  outside 

of the classroom and impact significantly on students’ academic and  personal 

development. 

 

Kind regards, 

Mr N. Smith 

Headteacher 

WEEKLY NEWSLETTER FROM SOUTHBOROUGH HIGH SCHOOL 

 
WORD FROM THE HEADTEACHER 

Friday 5th November 2021 

Our vision is:  Aspiration—Commitment—Excellence 

                                                                                                                             

Upcoming Parents’ Evenings 

Just a reminder of some upcoming Parents’ Evenings in the next few weeks: 

- Year 11 Parents’ Evening: Online  (book via School Cloud) 

   Mon 22 November 4pm –7pm 

- Year 13 Parents’ Evening: Online  (book via School Cloud) 

   Tue 30 November 4pm – 7pm 

- Year 8 Parents’ Evening: Online  (book via School Cloud) 

   Thu 9 December 4pm – 7pm  

There is also a Year 12 Curriculum Evening, led by our Sixth Form team:  

  Mon 29 November  from 6pm. 



 
 

              

 

Homework Club! 

Ms Pollicott is running Homework 

Club every day from 3:15 until 

4:10. Places are limited, and 

allocated on a first-come-first-

served basis! 

 Forthcoming Events 

Tuesday, 9 November 

 Year 7 Eye Health Screening 
 (until 11th Nov) 

 Year 12 History trip 

Tuesday, 16 November 

 9:00 Onatti Theatre performance 
 Spanish  Drama 

Thursday, 18 November 

 7:30pm Prizegiving 

 Whole School Reading P4 

 9:00 Onatti Theatre performance: 
 French  Drama 

Friday, 19 November 

 Professional Learning Day 

Monday, 22 November 

 Yr 7-13 Student Support Plan and 
 Key Group Reviews (SEN, PP, EAL, 
 OL, PSP) 

 4pm  Yr 11 Parents' Evening Online 

Friday, 26 November 

 Kingston AfC ‘Youth Enquiry 

 Service Bus’ Onsite 1:30—2:20 

Monday, 29 November 

 6:00pm Curriculum Evening Year 12 

Tuesday, 30 November 

 4:00pm Yr 13 Parents' Evening Online 

Wednesday, 8 December 

 Xmas Party for OAPs 

Thursday, 9 December 

 4:00pm Yr 8 Parents' Evening Online 

Friday, 10 December 

 Whole School Reading P1 

Friday, 17 December 

 Carol Service 

Saturday, 18 December 

 Christmas Holidays 
 (students return 5 Jan) 

Tuesday, 4 January 2022 

 Professional Learning Day (Staff Only) 

Points Rewards: Prize Collection 

When you order a Points Rewards prize, please 

collect it either on the day or the next day from 

Mrs Pollicott only in the LRC after school 

Astro Pitch Rota 

 

 

 

This rota will change each term 

Mon Tues Weds Thurs Fri 

Y7 Y8 Y9 Y7 Y8 

Drama 

There are LAMDA lessons for Outstanding 
Learners in Drama and English every Monday and 
Thursday between 3:30 and 4:30 in D7: 
 
Monday  Years 10 & 11 OLs 
Thursday  Years  8 & 9 OLs. 

Year 12 History Trip 

Ms Fox is leading a trip to the British Museum for 
the Year 12 History class. 

Art & Drama at Southborough 

Over the past two academic years, the Arts 
Society Kingston has supported Southborough 
with some of its Arts and Drama projects. This is 
another example of Southborough’s involvement 
with the local community. 
 
One major outcome has been the installation of 
some Art students’ works at the Kingston Station 
‘up line’ waiting room. 
 
Please follow the link below to see Mr Morgan, 
Head of the Arts Faculty at Southborough, 
explaining some of the past work. The film was 
produced by the Jarman family of the Arts 
Society Kingston. 
 

https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=OrKTIWfx-
uw&feature=youtu.be  

 
A future project is to be a showcase of Drama 
work at the Southwark Playhouse. 
 

https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=OrKTIWfx-uw&feature=youtu.be
https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=OrKTIWfx-uw&feature=youtu.be
https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=OrKTIWfx-uw&feature=youtu.be


 

At time of writing, the UK is currently 

hosting the 26th UN Climate Change 

Conference of the Parties (COP26) at 

the Scottish Event Campus (SEC) in 

Glasgow. The climate talks bring 

together heads of state, climate 

experts and campaigners to agree 

coordinated action to tackle climate 

change.  

The main goals of UK COP26 are: 

Accelerate the transition from coal to 

clean power, protect and restore nature 

for the benefit of people and climate 

and accelerate the transition to zero 

emission vehicles. 

However, this momentous event has 

provided not just a timely platform for 

politicians and campaigners to have 

their say amongst a world-wide 

audience seemingly sitting up and 

listening more closely than ever before, 

but for each and every member of 

society (young and old) to reflect on 

how they can make a difference to 

climate change. 

Southborough Relaunches its 

After-school Eco Club 

After school on Wednesday afternoon, 
Southborough relaunched the SHS Eco 
Club. Aimed at students of all year 
groups, the focus of this club is to raise 
awareness of our collective 
responsibility to protect the 
environment in the school, wider 
community and the planet. 

     (continued…) 

Mr Carter and Mr Punter  with  Eco-Ambassadors Evan O, Drew H and Abdullah M 



 The Griffin Reporter caught up with Mr 
Carter and Mr Punter, who co-run the 
club. Asked what the main focus of the 
club will be to start, Mr Carter 
commented: 

“Our number one priority is sorting out 
recycling once and for all. As you know, 
we've attempted to do this previously 
but whilst there is a lot of goodwill 
around, there are huge challenges in 
changing the mindset of students and 
the culture of the school.” 
 
Mr Punter added:  “The main problem 
we have is contamination, so the 
majority of our recycling bin waste 
ends up in general rubbish. We plan to 
address this by starting small and 
monitoring some of the bins so that 
only recyclable waste is going in them. 
There will be a 'Recycling Champion' 
incentive on ClassCharts so that all 
students can support this, not just the 
Eco Club members”. 

 

So what exactly IS  
Recycling Contamination? 
 
Recycling contamination occurs when 
materials are sorted into the wrong 
recycling bin (placing a glass bottle into 
a mixed paper recycling bin for 
example), or when materials are not 
properly cleaned, such as when food 
residue remains on a plastic yogurt 
container. This is sometimes referred to 
as ‘aspirational recycling’, as you’re 
simply throwing something into the 
recycling on the hope that it will find its 
way to where it needs to be eventually. 
Unfortunately, this is rarely the case. 

 

For instance, if you are collecting a 
material for recycling, anything other 
than that specific material could be 
considered a ‘contaminant’. When 
disposed of improperly (ex: in the 
wrong recycling container), even 
recyclable materials, such as plastic 
and other paper products, can act as 
contaminants. The challenges of 
recycling after a natural disaster point 
to an extreme form of contamination. 
For example, if someone throws plastic 
into an OCC (cardboard) stream, this 
would be considered recycling 
contamination. Because of its incorrect 
disposal, there’s a strong possibility it’s 
rejected and sent to the landfill, 
resulting in a wasted recycling effort 
altogether. 

     (continued…) 

https://www.rubicon.com/blog/aspirational-recycling/
http://council.cleanaway.com.au/albany/collection-services/faq%27s/what-is-recyclable-contamination.aspx
https://www.rubicon.com/blog/what-can-be-recycled/
https://www.rubicon.com/blog/what-can-be-recycled/
https://www.rubicon.com/blog/challenges-recycling-natural-disaster/
https://www.rubicon.com/blog/cardboard-recycling/


 The only time it is okay to “comingle” 
or mix recyclables together is when you 
have an agreement to do so with your 
recycling service provider. It’s worth 
noting that recyclables that contain 
residues such as food waste, oil, and 
grease (unless stated otherwise by 
your recycling company) are 
considered contaminants and should 
not be added to your recycling stream. 
 
The statistics bear this out. 
 

• If one bin is contaminated it can 
cause the recycling from an entire 
street to be rejected. 

•In 2019-20 councils across the UK 
were unable to recycle 525,000 tonnes 
of waste because of contamination, up 
from 338,000 in 2014-15 and 184,000 
in 2011-12. 
 
We know that many young people 

today feel extremely passionately 

about caring for the planet and this is 

also very much reflected amongst our 

own students here at Southborough 

students.  

Speaking to students around the 

school, many say that they have 

already made small changes that 

should impact more favourably on the 

planet, including: re-filling water 

bottles rather than buying disposable 

ones, making changes to their diet, like 

having meat-free days, opting to walk 

to school rather than get the bus and 

donating out-grown uniform and other 

clothing to others.  

Eco Ambassadors Evan O (99DYU), 
Drew H (11SLE) and Abdullah M 
(7GSR) –pictured above with Mr Carter 

and Mr Punter – will be spearheading 
the club’s new school recycling 
campaign. They firmly believe that the 
majority of our students will get behind 
the initiative. Understanding the 
reasons why it’s so important is, they 
consider, the beginning of the journey, 
so communication across the school is 
key. Taking mindful action will, they 
hope, provide a safer, happier outcome 
for us all. 

https://www.rubicon.com/food-waste/
https://www.rubicon.com/commodity-oil/


 

In November, 

Onatti theatre 

company will be 

coming to 

Southborough 

to deliver two 

dramas. 

On Tuesday 

November 16th 

they will be 

delivering the 

Spanish drama 

“En el 

Campamento”. 

and then will be 

returning on 

Thursday 

November 18th 

to deliver the 

French drama 

“Mon Père ne me comprend pas”.  

Onatti has been delivering dramas for a 

number of years 

at 

Southborough 

and these 

performances 

are always 

highly 

enjoyable. 

Please book 

your son’s place 

on ParentPay 

now.  

We are asking 

students to pay 

£4 to take part 

in this activity 

which is open to 

students in 

Years 7,8,9 who 

are studying French or Spanish, as well as 

all GCSE students studying a language. 

Onatti Theatre Company performs foreign language dramas  

to enrich students’ experience 

Key Stage 3 & 4 Students: Visit from Onatti Theatre Company 

 

If you want to make a difference, come and join us on Wednesday afternoons. 

What:  

In this half term we will be relaunching the 

Southborough Eco Club. The focus is to raise 

awareness of our collective responsibility to protect 

the environment, wider community and planet. 

When: Wednesdays from 3:15 

Where: Room D2 

Who can join?: All year groups 

Staff: Mr Carter and Mr Punter 



“The 130-Storey Treehouse: 

Laser Eyes and Annoying Flies!” 

by Andy Griffiths  (Author) and Terry 

Denton (Illustrator)  

This is the tenth book in the series: the books 

are about two characters that write comics 

and live in a treehouse.  

In this story thirteen new levels are added to the treehouse including 

a Grabinator and a Soap Bubble Blaster. The main characters are 

Andy and Terry. Andy is a serious character and Terry is the silly 

one (he is my favourite). Terry draws the comics and Andy writes 

them. They are always on time no matter what the situation is before 

they get in trouble with Mr Big Nose. The characters bump into some 

aliens and have a massive war. This is not the only thing that 

happens, for example they needed a weapon so ordered one online 

and a man on his scooter drove to space and delivered it! It has bits 

from all the other books in the collection in it too which is really 

funny. 

It is just so funny and silly. I find reading difficult at times so the drawings in the books really help me. 

It makes me laugh so much and I have enjoyed each book they have done. I love silly humour and it 

makes me wish I had a treehouse like they have.  This is great for reluctant readers up to age 13. 

 

Rating:   Reviewed by Scott Collins 7SCE  

 

Shop at any of 4,300 online stores  

and they will make a donation to Southborough 

—at no cost to you! 

Help out Southborough 

 when you checkout online 



 Extracurricular timetable: PE Department  Autumn Term 2021 

 

  Before School 
 

8:00-8:30 am 

Lunch Clubs  
Table Tennis / 

Dodgeball 
In the Gyms 

After School 

 Monday   Year 7 P5 
Year 10/11 P6  

Year 7 Football Academy 

Tuesday Table Tennis -
Gym 

Year 8 P5 Year 7 Football - Field - 
Year 8 Football - Field 

Year 7/8/9 Basketball - Gyms  

Wednesday   Year 9 P5 Year 8 Football Academy 
Year 10 Football  

Thursday Cross Country - 
Field 

No lunch club Year 7/8/9 Rugby - Field 
Table Tennis - Gyms 

Friday Sport Fitness Club 
- Gym 

Year 10/11 P5 Athletics - Track 
Table Tennis - Gym 

Yr 9 Dodgeball 

6th Form sport sessions  

Tues P2 & P4  Weds P1 & P2 Fri P1 & P4 

Word from the School Counsellor  
hbellamy@southborough.kingston.sch.uk             

Dear students and parents/carers 
 
Welcome back to the new school year! And 
a special welcome to our new year 7s! 
My room is up on D floor, next door to the 
Drama studio. I'm in on Tuesdays and 
Wednesdays. 
If you have something worrying 
you that you would like to talk about (and 
that might be your mood/attitude as much 
as an external situation), then please drop 
in at break times on those days.  
You can also message me on ClassCharts 
or email. You might prefer to first speak to 
your parents, trusted 
peers, tutor/ teacher, Head 
of Year or anyone on the 
Pastoral team and discuss 
whether counselling seems 
the way to go. Have a look 
at this video to find out 
more......... 
 
https://www.youtube.com/
watch?
v=8wdM8OP0cN0&t=6s Ms Bellamy 

  

  

  

  

  

QUOTE OF THE WEEK:

“May your life be as colourful, 

shimmering and magical as the 

lights of Diwali.” 

 

“May every aspect of your life be 

as luminous and wonderful as the 

lights on the lamps of Diwali.” 

Thursday 4th November marked the start 

of Diwali. This is a festival of lights, and 

one of the major festivals celebrated 

by Hindus, Jains, Sikhs and 

some Buddhists. The festival usually lasts 

five days and is celebrated during the 

Hindu lunisolar month Kartika.  

Diwali symbolizes the spiritual "victory of 

light over darkness, good over evil, and 

knowledge over ignorance". We can all 

wish a Happy Diwali using either of these 

greetings: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8wdM8OP0cN0&t=6s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8wdM8OP0cN0&t=6s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8wdM8OP0cN0&t=6s




 Year Group Weekly Reward Celebrations 
Year  7   

Student  

of the Week 

Points  

of the Week 

  

  Year  8 

  Student 

of the Week 

Points  

of the Week 

Kaii B 7GSR Joshua W 7GSR 
  

    

Year  9   

Student  

of the Week 

Points  

of the Week 

  

  

  Sohaib M 8RBG Tymon W 8CPA   

  

  

  Year  10 

Oliver M 9DYU Doan M 9DPE 

Student  

of the Week 

Points  

of the Week 

    

Year  11   

Student  

of the Week 

Points  

of the Week 

  

    

  

Nathan B 10DPU Rory McD10AMC  

    

Christian A 11DMO Davide M 11DJO  

  

No image 

available 

No image 

available 

No image 

available 



 Southborough High School  

Canteen Price List Autumn 2021 

Breakfast Menu 

Served from 7:45—8:20 am 

 

Whole Fresh Fruit 50p 

Mixed Fresh Fruit pot £1.00 

A Slice of Fresh Fruit 60p 

  

Pot of Porridge Oats 80p 

  

Hot Breakfast Items  

Rasher of Bacon, Pork 

Sausage, Scrambled 

Egg, Hash Brown, 

Baked Beans 

 

3 items £1.50 

4 items £1.90 

  

Muffin, Petit Pain or 

Bagel: 

 

With 1 cooked item £1.50 

With2 cooked items £1.80 

Main Menu 

 Croissant     £1.00 

Garlic Bread    £1.00 

Pain au Chocolat  £1.20 

Sweet Waffle    £1.20 

Sausage Roll     £1.20 

Vegetarian Sausage Roll  £1.20 

Vegetable Samosa  £1.50 

Hash Browns  £1.50 

Pasta Pot: Vegetarian £1.75 

Pasta Pot: Meat £2.00 

Panini choice £2.00 

Chicken Wings £2.00 

Chicken Drumsticks £2.00 

Chicken Strips and 

Wedges 

£2.00 

Chicken Burger £2.20 

Beef Burger £2.00 

Main Meal (with Coleslaw 

and Green Salad) when 

available 

£2.20 

Meal Deal  

(main meal, drink and 

dessert) 

£2.75 

Jacket Potato: 1 filling £1.50 

Jacket Potato: 2 fillings £2.00 

The main meal choices change each day according to market availability 



Southborough Steps Up 
Are you in Year 9, 10, 11 or 12?  

Have you started thinking about what you might like to 
do after you finish school? 

We’d like to introduce Southborough Steps Up, a plat-

form to help you to decide what you’d like to do and 

where you’d like to go in the next phase of your educa-

tion. We will be providing enrichment activities, events 

and advice to help you to aim higher and go further. Do 

follow us on Twitter (@SHSaspiration) and Instagram 

(@southboroughstepsup) for information. 

Mrs McIntyre 

 Outstanding Learning 

Demonstrating Outstanding Learning is about demonstrating the highest levels of 

attainment and preparation. This month’s piece is from Year 11 Spanish student Drew H 

who has shown both excellent attainment and preparation. 

  

Outstanding Learners in 

Spanish practice what they 

have learned in the 

classroom in the real 

world. They have the 

courage to ask for the bill 

in a restaurant, ask the 

way or engage a native 

speaker in conversation. 

They understand that what 

they are learning in the 

classroom is just the 

beginning of their 

language learning.  They 

are always looking to learn 

new words and phrases in 

their own time and try 

them out with others.  In 

this case, Drew has 

demonstrated proficiency  

verbally in real life as well 

as being able to describe 

his activities in Spain with 

fluency and accuracy. 

 

Year 11 Spanish students are required to 

be able to write with some fluency about a 

set topic. They should show capability with 

both grammar and vocabulary. 

  



Southborough’s Careers Education For All Students 

Southborough’s Careers Education For All Students 
Southborough is pleased to present its Careers Education, Information, Advice and Guidance (CEIAG) to 

all our students. Below you will see details of this initiative which ensures all our students receive 

excellent provision and support for their future career: 

− Half a term of careers education lessons taught during PDT lessons every 

year for all students (Years 7 to 13) 

− One on one interviews with a qualiï¬ ed external careers advisor 

− Personalised Aspirations and Careers Action Plan created for each student 

by the Careers Advisor 

− Personal Careers Portfolio for every student starting from Year 7 all the 

way to Year 13 

− Guest speaker assemblies by employers, 

apprenticeships, colleges and Universities 

− Further and higher education school trips 

− Virtual Work Experience 

− Job interview practice 

We are proud to achieve all of the high standards and prestige of the Gatsby 

Benchmarks which measure and indicate whether a school is providing outstanding 

Careers Education. Our latest assessment report showed Southborough to be 

View our website for 

further  

Careers Lead 

Mr Dan Edwards 
dedwards@southborough.kingston.sch.uk 

Careers Advisor 

Ms Jo Carroll 
jcarroll@southborough.kingston.sch.uk 

Our New Careers Corner  

As part of our ongoing commitment to 

provide the best possible information, 

advice and guidance for our students on 

their future careers, we have just 

completed a new Careers Corner, which 

is located in our library. Here, students 

will be able to find information and 

advice on apprenticeships; guides on 

different career options; post-16, 

college and university options and their 

prospectuses; details on 

Southborough’s career provision to each 

student and accessing their 

Personal Careers Portfolios. This and 

much more is available to all students in 

our Careers Corner.  

 

 

To add to this, our new Careers Advisor, Jo Carroll, will be 

running Careers Corner morning drop-ins starting from September, 

where she will provide further support to any student or indeed parents 

on their child’s future and career.    

 

Southborough’s Careers Corner 

Ms J Carroll 





 

Are you feeling … 

…Under Pressure? 

...Lonely? 

...Annoyed? 

...Unhappy? 

...Confused? 

...Anxious? 

...Overwhelmed? 

 

FIRST AIDERS 

TALK TO US 
Your Mental Health First Aiders are here for you.  

Do you or a colleague need emotional support? Talking to 

us could be your first step to feeling better. We’re not 

healthcare professionals, but we are trained to listen and 

guide you to appropriate support, if you need it.  

Rebecca Linney (Assistant Headteacher) 

0208 391 4324 ext 34 
rlinney@southborough.kingston.sch.uk 

Alex Banks (Head of Year) 

0208 391 4324 ext 39 
abanks@southborough.kingston.sch.uk 

Dawn Ball (Pastoral Support Officer) 

0208 391 4324 ext 35 
dball@southborough.kingston.sch.uk 

HEALTH DROP-IN 

Thursday Lunchtimes 

Room D1 
(by the Inclusion Centre) 

COME ALONG FOR A CONFIDENTIAL 

CHAT ABOUT ANYTHING TO DO 

WITH YOUR HEALTH, WELLBEING OR 

SEXUAL HEALTH 

NO APPOINTMENT NEEDED 

JUST TURN UP! 

mailto:rlinney@southborough.kingston.sch.uk
mailto:abanks@southborough.kingston.sch.uk
mailto:rlinney@southborough.kingston.sch.uk
mailto:dball@southborough.kingston.sch.uk
mailto:rlinney@southborough.kingston.sch.uk


Coronavirus: School Support 

 
What to do if... Action needed Return to school 

when... 

...my child has 

coronavirus 

symptoms 

• Do not come to school 

• Contact school daily 

• Self-isolate 

• Get a test 

• Inform school immediately about test 

result 

...the test comes back 

negative. 

...my child tests 

positive for 

coronavirus 

• Do not come to school 

• Contact school daily 

• Self-isolate for 10 days from the day the 

symptoms started 

• Inform school immediately about test 

result 

...they feel better. They 

can return to school after 

10 days even if they have 

a cough or loss of smell/

taste. These symptoms 

can last for several weeks 

once the infection is gone. 

...somebody in my 

household has 

coronavirus 

symptoms 

• Attend the school as usual 

• Household member to get a test 

• Inform school immediately about test 

result 

 

...somebody in my 

household has 

tested positive for 

coronavirus 

• Do not come to school 

• Contact school daily 

• Get a test 

...the test result is 

negative 

... NHS test and 

trace have identified 

my child as a ‘close 

contact’ of 

somebody with 

symptoms or 

confirmed 

coronavirus 

• Do not come to school 

• Contact school daily 

• Get a test 

...the test result is 

negative 

...we/my child 

travelled and has to 

self-isolate a part of 

a period of 

quarantine 

• Do not take unauthorised leave in 

term time 

• Consider quarantine requirements 

and FCO advice when booking travel 

• Provide information to school as per 

attendance policy 

  

Returninq from a destination where 

Quarantine is needed: 

• Do not come to school 

• Contact school daily 

Self-isolate for 14 days 

...the required 

quarantine period has 

been completed 

...we have received 

medical advice that 

my child must 

resume shielding. 

• Do not come to school 

• Contact school as required by the 

pastoral team 

• Shield until you are informed that 

restrictions are lifted and shielding is 

paused again 

...school informs you 

that restrictions have 

been lifted and your child 

can return to school 

again. 




