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WORD FROM THE HEADTEACHER
Niall Smith

Our vision is: Aspiration—Commitment—Excellence
Purpose
Our purpose is to make the difference for all of our students.
Healthy Schools Gold Award

Sixth Form Offer
We are a proud 11- 19 school and have a
great
offer
for
Year
11
students
considering their options. To find out more,
visit our Sixth Form webpages: http://
www.southborough.kingston.sch.uk/
index.php/sixth-form.html

We have been awarded the Healthy
Schools Gold Award…! We are the only
secondary school in the borough to have
this prestigious award, which recognises
the care and support we direct to our
students’ physical and mental health.

The Sixth Form offer includes the Junior leadership Team

The Long Haul
Last week, I wrote about the indefinite
nature of our current arrangements. Since
then the government has announced that it
“hopes to start reopening English schools
on 8th March.” What does this mean? Not
much, in my view. We need to be prepared
for the current situation to continue in
some form until the end of March, at least.
Whatever happens, we will deal with it by
doing what’s best for our students and
working together as a school community.

Covid Safety

Forthcoming Events

We are a “Covid Secure” school and we are
continually reviewing our safety measures in the
light of all the relevant and most up to date
guidance from the Department for Education. A
copy of our Risk Assessment is available on our
website.

Tuesday, 2 February
5pm Yr 13 Parents Evening
Online only

“Mass Testing”
We have been working closely with Public Health
Kingston to set up the coronavirus testing
announced by the government. The third day of
testing took place on Friday 29th January and
included many of the students on site and staff. All
other students who consent to the test will be
tested at a later date, to be confirmed.
The link to our Consent Form is here:
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/
e/1FAIpQLSfmV8xkJ84sPomOIB55_BrQyU3TtibIKW
TqElcftaWhsw3UXA/viewform?usp=sf_link

Kind regards,
Mr N. Smith
Headteacher

School Covid Risk Assessment
Please see the link to the updated Covid Risk
Assessment on our website
http://www.southborough.kingston.sch.uk/
images/Announcements/
_Southborough_High_School__COVID19_Risk_Assessment06__01_2021_Update.pdf

Rewards
For pupils attending school, all reward purchases
will be available for collection in the LRC either
at registration, break or lunch.
These should be available for collection the day
after you place your order.
Any problems please see Mrs Pollicott

Thursday, 4 February
National Maths Challenge (int)
Reports published Yr 9 and 12
5pm Yr 11 Parents Evening
Online only
Monday, 8 February
Disadvantaged pupil Reviews
(Yr11) ALL WEEK
SEN Reviews
Tuesday, 9 February
SEN Reviews
Yr 9 Parents Evening Online
Wednesday, 10 February
Whole School Reading P7
Thursday, 11 February
Yr 12 Parents Evening Online
Saturday, 13 February
Half Term. Restart 22nd Feb
Monday, 22 February
Drama Performance
Workshop UBU
Splendid Theatre
Thursday, 4 March
World Book Day
Friday, 5 March
Year 11 Individual and
group photos
Tuesday, 9 March
Full Governing Body Meeting
Thursday, 11 March
Whole School Reading P3
5pm Yr 9 Options Evening
Wednesday, 17 March
5pm Yr 10 Parents Evening
Monday, 22 March
Disadvantaged Pupil Review
Exams Week 2c Years 7-13
Saturday, 27 March
Y6 Friendship Day
Friday, 2 April
Easter holiday
Restart 19th April

Safeguarding at Southborough High School
The wellbeing and safety of our students has always been and always will be our number
one priority.
During these difficult and challenging times for us all I would like to remind all students,
parents and carers of the vital support we still offer all our students even though we may
not see them every day in school.
ClassCharts: Our instant wellbeing referral system - Anytime, anywhere,
students and parents/carers are able to make a referral for any safeguarding
concern they have which goes directly to our pastoral and safeguarding teams
within the school. Through the schools system of ClassCharts anyone can make
a referral by a simple few clicks on our wellbeing service on any device. Every
single referral is reviewed and followed up as a priority by the tutor in the first
instance along with guidance and support (if required) from the schools Pastoral
Support Officers, the Designated Safeguarding Lead, School Counsellor, School
Health Practitioner, Educational Welfare Officer and/or the School’s Educational
Psychologist.
CareNet: Our online safeguarding service - Along with the online referral
service mentioned above, we also have a section on our website which is
dedicated to specific and specialised information and help for any area of
concern you may have. This service is called CareNet and is found on the
schools homepage of our website. On CareNet you'll find the contact details of
our safeguarding team along with support and guidance to students and their
parents/carers on issues such as mental, physical, social health and online
safety plus much more.
Our CareNet service has plenty of guidance and support networks for students and adults to
access whenever they like. Although in terms of reporting a wellbeing/safeguarding concern
during this remote period then the ClassCharts referral system is certainly the most
effective way to do so. Of course students and parents/carers can always liaise directly with
any member of staff at the school if they wish to do so. As a reminder to students and
parents/carers you will see below our designated and fully trained safeguarding team -

Brian Burns
(Deputy
Headteacher)

Dan Edwards
(Senior Assistant
Headteacher &
Designated
Safeguarding
Lead - DSL)

Niall Smith
(Headteacher)

Jenni Lee-Potter
(SENCO
& Deputy DSL)

Southborough shares a little more information regarding its
newly re-launched Outstanding Learning scheme

Here at Southborough, we make the
difference for EVERY CHILD, whatever his
ability, passions & interests, background
and values. Indeed, we strongly believe
that every child has great potential and our
commitment to exceptional Teaching and
Learning for all allows our students to
develop and grow into healthy, confident
and happy individuals who will enjoy
learning and achieving throughout their
lifetime, not just in school. But we also
recognise that ‘one size does not fit all’ and adaptation to Teaching and Learning in
line with the different needs and levels of
each child is imperative.
Education in the
recent past has
often focused on
the term ‘Gifted &
Talented’,
identifying
students
who
demonstrate
‘all
round’ brilliance in
a wide variety of
subjects. It implies
that some children are just naturally good
at everything. However, in practice, we
know that this ‘brilliance’ may have initially
stemmed from exceptional home support –
the father who invested all his spare time
teaching his son to play rugby to an
exceptional standard, the parents who
facilitated
specialist
musical
tuition,
enabling the child to play a musical
instrument to an impressive high level - or
the mathematically minded mother who

has woven a love of maths into her child’s
daily routine from the age of two.
All this talent and ability really matters and
should be harnessed, celebrated and
nurtured. But what of the child who – for
whatever reason - hasn’t yet had the
chance to discover what they are really
good at? Where does it leave them? Are
they not an otherwise ‘un yet detected’
talented student, too?
A short while back, Southborough High
School launched a new approach to this
area, namely our Outstanding Learning
scheme. Children aren’t always brilliant at
EVERY subject. A naturally talented artist
and musician may not always be quite so
confident at Sport and Science – and vice
versa. At the heart of our scheme is the
acknowledgement that children – just like
us adults - are individuals with their own
strengths and weaknesses. What makes a
child stand out as an Outstanding Learner
here at Southborough lies in the word
‘Learner’ – that is, the enthusiasm,
commitment, progress and sheer desire to
achieve that a student demonstrates in a
given
subject.

(continued …)

It’s the child who lives and breathes all
things ‘history’, for example. He actively
reads around the topics covered
in class, demonstrates passion
for the subject in his homework
and
volunteers
to
present
findings to his classmates. It’s
the
Drama
enthusiast
who
throws everything they have into
their performances and practices
–again practices – until he gets
his lines absolutely perfect. It’s
the Sports enthusiast who plays
well across a variety of different
sporting disciplines. He ensures
that he understands the bigger Ms Parsons
picture – the psychology and
physiology of sport, the importance of
maintaining a healthy lifestyle. It’s the
student who loves all things STEM. He’s
logical, methodical and analytical in his
approach to his Maths and Science
subjects. He has an enquiring scientific
mind and only truly comes alive in the
class when challenged with a tricky
mathematical problem or probing scientific
experiment. In short, not all Outstanding
Learners are necessarily brilliant in every
single subject, perhaps just one or two
areas. Perhaps more. Whatever the
number of subjects they show special
competence in, to us they
are indeed, Outstanding
Learners –and as such,
should be treated as such.
Outstanding
Learning
Lead Ms Parsons worked
closely with Heads of
Faculties over a period of
many
months,
researching
what
Outstanding
Learning
looked
like.
It
was
important to get this
information straight from
the ‘horse’s mouth’ so to
speak. And as predicted,
she
found
that
Outstanding Learning came in a wide
variety of guises. Examining assessment
data alone was never going to cut it: the

information gathered was people driven.
They identified those students who
demonstrated the passion and
willingness
to
learn.
They
examined the way they worked,
what made them ‘tick. And they
then went away and compiled
over 140 detailed strategies
which
have
been
shared,
analysed and road-tested by all
staff so that they are embedded
into every single lesson.
Expectations are high and the
bar is well and truly raised. As a
fully comprehensive school, we
whole-heartedly
believe
that
every child has something of
value to give to a lesson. A typical mixed
ability class will have students who
naturally struggle will become inspired by
their more able class mates. Enthusiastic
and able students will, in turn, feel proud
and confident that they are role models to
their peers and have helped others. Each
child will learn key life skills including
empathy, patience and kindness towards
their classmates –and in return, more and
more
students
will
benefit
overall.
Over 200 students have already been
identified as exceptional Outstanding
Learners and the number will grow as time
passes, as specific and
regular
assessment
continues. The parents/
carers of these children
have
already
been
informed
and
during
Lockdown, the message
to them is to continue to
motivate, encourage and
praise their Outstanding
Learners – as parents
should for all students.
We continue to work hard
to identify the needs of all
our students, whatever
their
abilities.
Our
Outstanding
Learners
scheme is, however, the lynchpin to
motivating, stretching and supporting all.

Word from the
School Counsellor

QUOTE OF THE WEEK:
On Wednesday of this week , the global
community observed 'Holocaust Memorial Day'.
Holocaust Memorial Day was created on 27
January 2000, when representatives from 46
governments around the world met in
Stockholm to discuss Holocaust education,
remembrance and research. As part of the
'Stockholm Declaration' the representatives
made the following statement, which we should
ponder and take to heart:

hbellamy@southborough.kingston.sch.uk

For those who do not yet
know me, I have created
a short video to introduce
the counselling service
that I run for the school.
Please follow this link :
https://youtu.be/8wdM8OP0cN0

Ms Bellamy

“We recognise that humanity is still
scarred by the belief that race, religion,
disability or sexuality make some
people’s lives worth less than others.

I am now located in the special
counselling room on D floor, next to the
Drama room on Tuesdays and
Wednesdays for drop-in should you be
in school.

Genocide, ethnic cleansing, antisemitism, racism, xenophobia and
discrimination still continue.

You are extremely welcome to drop in
between 10:40 and 11:00 on these
days.
Ms Bellamy

We have a shared responsibility to fight
these evils.”

Learning and Teaching
Word of the Week (WoW)
The Word of the Week this week is metacognition. When
students practice metacognition, the act of thinking about
their thinking helps them make greater sense of their life
experiences and start achieving at higher levels.
It is evident that if students reflect on how they learn, they
become better learners. Understanding how they best process
information or learning specific strategies that work for them is crucial to students’
outcomes.
With greater awareness of how they acquire knowledge, they learn to regulate their
behaviour to optimise learning. Students begin to see how their strengths and weaknesses
affect how they perform. The ability to think about one's thinking is metacognition.
As students' metacognitive abilities increase, they become better at what they do.
Metacognition is vital for helping students become self-directed learners.

Outstanding Learning
Demonstrating Outstanding Learning is not only about the highest levels of attainment; it is
also about levels of improvement and effort. This month’s example from Year 11
Mathematics shows a ‘Circle Theorems Pile-up Challenge’. The student worked out the
angles by using circle theorems across each smaller circle and across the larger one too.
His justification of each decision shows complete ‘know-how’ – apart from the spelling of
quadrilateral!
This is an example of where multiple questions can be drawn together to add an extra level
of challenge. This was done independently by Visnu T – no input from the teacher once the
class had been taught the theorems.

Face Coverings
As part of the current school arrangements, students and staff attending school are
expected to wear facemasks in communal areas, which means corridors, toilets, the Library
or the Dining Hall (queueing, standing up, walking through, etc).
Should students forget or lose their covering, the school has a number of washable reusable
face masks to purchase. These masks cost £1.70 each and are available for collection from
the school office once payment has been made on ParentPay.
Parents may of course request exemption from this arrangement by contacting the school
office.

School Health team Virtual Drop-in Service
The School Health Team will continue to offer a confidential Health Drop-In, available to all
students. However this will now be delivered virtually. This has been running very
successfully in several schools across the borough since September.
Access is via a website and service called www.myclinic.com, and it will be on a Wednesday
between 3:30-4:30pm.
To access the drop-in each week, there will be a new 6 digit code published in The Griffin
each week.
How does it work? This link below also includes a quick video which explains
everything clearly.
The drop in works the same way in terms of confidentiality, with the Health Team
supporting the students, signposting them and following up if required.
https://sway.office.com/NZp7wHTBs4zDSeaO?ref=Link
This week’s link 3:30 to 4:30pm on Wednesday 3rd February is
https://myclinic.com/4PF-Z3M

Wednesday 3rd Feb code:

4PF-Z3M

RUGBY WILL BE BACK!
Following government guidance, the PE Faculty will be
reintroducing rugby to our curriculum after the
lockdown and general return of pupils:
Please ensure your son has a pair of boots and a gum
shield. This equipment is part of the school uniform
policy and is essential for your son’s health and safety
within rugby lessons. Junior gum shields are available
from around £6 at sports shops and popular online
retail outlets.
All students will be following the RFU Age Grade
Rugby plan and the Return To Rugby plan to ensure
student safety.
Please also ensure he has the school rugby top as it will be even colder when on
the playing fields in January and we still have to do the majority of sport outside.
Apologies in advance for their muddy kit!
Please contact Mr Colbert on jcolbert@southborough.kingston.sch.uk if you have
any queries regarding equipment.

“Why the Whales Came”by Michael Morpurgo
This story is about a man called Birdman, who lived on top of a
hill in Bryher and everyone thinks that he
is dangerous. Before, he lived on
Samson, a cursed island, so people
believe that he brought the curse along
with him. Children are told to stay away
from him, but two of them, Gracie and Daniel haven't. They have
been talking to him, and helping things out, but never been
caught until now. Daniel's brother Tim, saw them visiting the
man. Then Gracie's mother had caught a disease that made her
feel really bad, and Gracie's dad had gone to war. One day the
children went fishing, but fog had arrived and they had been lost.
They saw a fire and went to it, only to find out that they were on
Samson. They were really worried. Once the fog cleared, they
were able to come back home. A few days later a letter came
saying that Gracie’s dad died. The children believed that the
curse of Samson was the reason for her father’s dying and
mother’s illness. The curse started when a narwhal had come onto the shore, and then
they were killed. The same thing happened on Bryher and after persuasion to the
islanders, the people helped the animals to get back into the water. But then the
Birdman had died when making sure that the whales had actually gone. Surprisingly,
Gracie’s father had come home and didn’t have a scratch on him.
I liked this book because it shows people to never judge a book by its cover. Everyone
thought The Birdman was a horrible and dangerous person, but all he wanted to do was
to reunite this island, and make sure no one was to suffer like him.
This book was so good, that once I read it, I started to find other Michael Morpurgo
books. Once I finished one of his books, I just moved onto another one. So, I think you
realise that, yes, I do recommend this book to anyone.
Rating:

Reviewed by Daniel Nowak 7ARO

Year Group Weekly Reward Celebrations
Student of the
Week

Points of the
Week

Remote Learner of the Parent Award of the
Week
Week

Amanpreet K 7CPA

Kian R 7RBG

Aiden R 7CPA

Dusan J +14 7ARO

Kai L 8RSA

Varush A 8JMO

Nadir Timothy A 8RSA

Oliver B +12 8DPE

Jacob H 9DGR

Ishaan K 9SCE

Alexander D 9SCE

Freddie H 9DGR

Lewis M 10SLE

Alexandro D 10SLE

Hadi K 10IBO

Ben N +10 10IBO

Jay N 11DST

Taylor T (68pts)
11DST

Filip-Timotei C11ALE

Adam B +14 11ALE

Year 7

Year 8

Year 9

Year 10

Year 11

Coronavirus: School Support
If any parents/carers need to share any information regarding COVID-19 next week during
the Christmas break then could they please do so by emailing the school
office@southborough.kingston.such.uk
What to do if...
...my child has
coronavirus
symptoms

Action needed
•Do not come to school
•Contact school daily
•Self-isolate
•Get a test
•Inform school immediately about test

Return to school
when...
...the test comes back
negative.

result
...my child tests
positive for
coronavirus

•Do not come to school
•Contact school daily
•Self-isolate for at least 10 days
•Inform school immediately about test

...they feel better. They
can return to school after
10 days even if they have
a cough or loss of smell/
taste. These symptoms
can last for several weeks
once the infection is gone.

•Do not come to school
•Contact school daily
•Self-isolate
•Household member to get a test
•Inform school immediately about test

...the household member
test is negative.

result

...somebody in my
household has
coronavirus
symptoms
...somebody in my
household has
tested positive for
coronavirus
... NHS test and
trace have identified
my child as a ‘close
contact’ of
somebody with
symptoms or
confirmed
coronavirus
...we/my child
travelled and has to
self-isolate a part of
a period of
quarantine

result
•Do not come to school
•Contact school daily
•Self-isolate for 14 days

...the child has
completed 14 days of self
-isolation

•Do not come to school
•Contact school daily
•Self-isolate for 14 days

...the child has
completed 14 days of self
-isolation

•Do not take unauthorised leave in

...the quarantine period
of 14 days has been
completed

term time
•Consider quarantine requirements
and FCO advice when booking travel
•Provide information to school as per
attendance policy

Returninq from a destination where
Quarantine is needed:
•Do not come to school
•Contact school daily
Self-isolate for 14 days
...we have received •Do not come to school
medical advice that •Contact school as required by the
my child must
pastoral team
resume shielding.
•Shield until you are informed that
restrictions are lifted and shielding is
paused again

...school informs you
that restrictions have
been lifted and your child
can return to school
again.

PE and Physical Activity Work
With the new term, it is the perfect time to make a fresh start and commit to
fitness. Please look on the PE Google Classroom code 6gksz77 for inspiration. A key
part of fitness training is that it will only work if you push yourself. We call this
progressive overload. To get fitter you must gradually increase the intensity of how
you exercise. A great way of doing this is to record your exercises and then try to
beat your time or do more reps or go for longer. Pick any challenge or workout in
the PE classroom (or any workout you know or do) and record your time/number
of repetitions, then make it your weekly challenge to try and beat that score. Good
luck. Please email the PE department if you need any help.
jcobert@southborough.kingston.sch.uk

Stay safe and stay active.
Downdog—a yoga app that has hundreds of different workouts for all abilities
Freeletics—a home workout app that needs no equipment

Centr—Chris Hemsworth (Thor) has a home workout app for bodyweight exercises.
Please email Mr Colbert, Head of PE if you have any questions or want any tips. Stay safe.

The Extra-Curricular Timetable is suspended for now

Sport and Location
Football – year 7 only. Playing field. (Please
change in school except for boots).
Table Tennis – Year 9 only. Purple gym (entrance
via playground)
Football – Year 8 only. Playing field. (Please
change in school except for boots).
Table Tennis – Year 7 only. Purple gym (entrance
via playground)
Football – Year 9 only. Playing field. (Please
change in school except for boots).
Table Tennis – Year 8 only. Purple gym
(entrance via playground)

Date and Time
Monday
3:30-4:30

Tuesday
3:30-4:30

Wednesday
3:30-4:30

Table Tennis – Year 10 only Purple gym
(entrance via playground)

Thursday
4pm-5pm

Table Tennis – Year 10 only Purple gym
(entrance via A corridor)

Friday
4pm-5pm

There is also a sign-up app at https://www.teamapp.com/clubs/493097/store/items/50055

