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A Level Geography at Southborough Sixth Form 
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“Geography is the subject that holds the 

key to our future”  

 

Michael Palin 

 

Why Geography? 

We are constantly exposed to geographical issues 

in everyday life, including; environmental concerns, 

natural disasters, world weather, local develop-

ments, urban and rural change, population move-

ments, maps and tourism.  Students are provided 

with an opportunity to develop an awareness and 

understanding of the patterns, processes and rela-

tionships that characterise human and physical en-

vironments.   

 

Traditionally, geography is seen as a bridge be-

tween the arts and sciences, enabling students to 

keep their options open.  Geography also comple-

ments many AS/A2 subject combinations.   

Course Outline:  

  

 

AQA Specification 

 

The AQA Geography specification offers a strong 

foundation in both physical and human geogra-

phy and in practical applied skills.  It addresses 

many themes which are, and will be, important 

during this millennium such as concern for the 

environment and an appreciation of global 

changes and inequalities.  The specification al-

lows students to develop an in-depth knowledge 

and understanding of physical, human and envi-

ronmental geography whilst also exploring the 

interrelationships between physical and human 

environments in a synoptic context.  Fieldwork is 

important and there is an opportunity for students 

to spend a week exploring geographical issues in 

the field in preparation for a geographical skills 

examination in June  
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Field Work –Supporting Learning at A Level 
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As well as support-

ing classroom 

learning by bring-

ing theory to life, 

fieldwork is a com-

pulsory compo-

nent for Units 2 and 

4 in which students 

are expected to 

discuss fieldwork in 

the context of  

data provided in 

the examination. 

 

We hope to offer the options of: 

 A residential field trip  (Year 12) 

 Conference opportunities in London as they 

arise (Year 12/13 as appropriate) 

A conference in London about topical geograph-

ical issues and geographical courses and careers 

(Year 12/13) 

 

The department are also considering introducing 

fieldwork overseas, your teacher will keep you post-

ed about any developments! 

 

Entry Requirements 

Five GCSEs grade C and above with a grade B in geography, is the mini-

mum requirement for entry to AS and A2 level courses, together with the 

recommendation of your current geography teacher.   

 

Assessment and Deadlines 

The course culminates in two written examinations in the May/June ex-

am period.  The first exam is based on the physical and human geogra-

phy topics, the second focuses on geographical skills. 

A summary of the content and weighting of individual modules in rela-

tion to the overall grading for both the AS and A2 courses is given over-

leaf. 

Fieldwork plays a very important role in supporting the teaching and 

learning of any geography course and 

at Southborough High School fieldwork 

and practical ‘hands-on’ geography is 

given high priority.  It can effectively 

enable students to experience at first 

hand landscapes, people, places and 

issues bringing classroom theory to life!  

We endeavour to provide a wide-

range of experiences as far as possible 

within the time constraints of an ad-

vanced level course.   
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Progression—Using your A Level Geography  

Qualification 
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As many employers offer their own specialised training programmes these transferable skills developed 

during the geography course are very valuable.  They are essential in many careers including; banking, 

business, research, marketing and information services.   

 

Other careers utilising skills that geographers develop proficiency in include: 

 

 
 

 

Management and Personnel 

 Personnel management 

 Civil services 

 Estate agents 

 Public relations 

 Hotel and event management 

Information Services 

 Museums 

 Librarian 

 Information and communication 

 Systems analyst 

 Telecommunications 

Environmental Management 

 National Trust 

 Farming 

 Groundsperson 

 Nature conservation 

 Environment Agency 

Educational and Professional 

 Accounting 

 Market research 

 Armed Forces 

 Social work 

 Police Force 

Geography at an advanced level provides a wide and varied base for 

entry into university and many practical professions.  It can be success-

fully combined with both arts and science subjects as a foundation for 

higher or further education.  Opportunities for geography graduates are 

wide-ranging and include; cartography, surveying, environmental and 

ecological work, teaching, travel and tourism, conservation, hazard 

management, meteorology, hydrology, civil engineering and town plan-

ning.  These Geography provides students with an opportunity not only 

to develop a detailed subject-specific knowledge and understanding 

but also to develop proficiency in a wide range of transferable skills.  

These skills are applicable to a very wide range of potential career op-

portunities.   

 

Skills developed as part of the AS/A2 geography course at  

Southborough High School include: 

 

 Data gathering and manipulation 

 Enquiry work and decision making 

 Independent research 

 Statistical analysis 

 Team work 

 Essay writing 

 Summarising and synthesising information 

 Presentation 


