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What does Economics and  Business entail? 

 
From September 2015, we started teaching a 

new Economics course at AS level and, from 

September 2016, we will introduce a new A 

level course.  This is as a result of the Govern-

ment’s reforms to all A levels. 

 

Our new A level will be fully linear with more 

synoptic assessment. 

 

The Advanced Subsidiary GCE in Economics B 

is structured into two themes and consists  

of two externally examined papers. 

Students are introduced to economics 

through building knowledge of core microe-

conomic and macroeconomic concepts, 

and by investigating economic theory 

through real-world businesses and the envi-

ronments in which they operate. 

 

Students will need to apply their knowledge 

and understanding to both familiar and un-

familiar contexts in the assessment and 

demonstrate an awareness of current eco-

nomic events and policies. 

 

The Advanced GCE in Economics B is struc-

tured into four themes and consists of three 

externally examined papers. Students are 

introduced to economics through building 

knowledge of core micro-economic and 

macroeconomic concepts, and by investi-

gating economic theory 
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What do the Government reforms mean for the teaching and learning of the subject? 

 

 economic concepts and theories are taught through real business contexts 

 updated content, which includes labour markets, the role of financial markets, greater focus 

on market failure and government failure, and macroeconomic policy instruments   

 a global focus in Theme 3 to build on the strengths of the current (2008) specification 

 three papers for A level, with paper 3 assessing across all specification content 

 a pre-released context for A level paper 3 

 two papers for AS level for a stand-alone AS level qualification 

 a linear structure with all exams to be taken at the end of the course (usually one year for AS 

and two years for A level) 

 co-teachable AS and A level courses. 
 

 

Entry requirements: 
 

 Grade B or above in GCSE Business Studies 

 Grade B or above in GCSE Mathematics 

 Grade B or above in GCSE English Language 

through real-world businesses and the environ-

ments in which they operate. Breadth and 

depth of knowledge and understanding with 

applications to more complex concepts and 

models are developed in the second year of 

study. 

 

Students will need to apply their knowledge 

and understanding to both familiar and unfa-

miliar contexts in the assessment and demon-

strate an awareness of current economic 

events and policies. 

AS and A2 Qualification aims and objec-

tives 
 

The aims and objectives of the Pearson Edex-

cel Advanced Subsidiary GCE in Economics B 

are to enable students to: 

 develop an interest in, and enthusiasm for, 

the subject 

 appreciate the contribution of economics 

to the understanding of the wider eco-

nomic and social environment 

 develop an understanding of a range of 

concepts and an ability to use those con-

cepts in a variety of different contexts 

 use an enquiring, critical and thoughtful 

approach to the study of economics and 

develop an ability to think as an econo-

mist 

 and responsibilities of adult and working 

life. 

 understand that economic behaviour 

can be studied from a range of perspec-

tives 

 develop analytical and quantitative skills, 

together with qualities and attitudes that 

will equip them for the challenges, oppor-

tunities  

 

Knowledge, skills and understanding 
AS 

1. Theme 1: Markets, consumers and firms 

2. Theme 2: The wider economic environ-

ment 
 

A2 

1. Theme 1: Markets, consumers and firms 

2. Theme 2: The wider economic environ-

ment 

3. Theme 3: The global economy 

4. Theme 4: Making markets work 


