
FaceInstaSnap it 
up

Find friends before you go!  Find a Facebook/Insta/Snap 
group for your university or your course before you go and 

get tips and hints.  



Associate yourself 
with the Alumni 

Association  
Connect with the social media accounts for the 

Southborough Alumni Association and Junior Leadership 
Team - It’s nice to be able to get back in touch with school 

friends



Manage your 
money

https://www.open.edu/openlearn/money-business/personal-
finance/managing-my-money-young-adults/content-section-

overview?active-tab=description-tab



Bridging work and 
skills

In addition to books and articles, there are many resources 
currently online  which can support you in getting ahead of 
the curve, not only for courses in September, but in the long 

term.

Here are some examples of online resources in your area of 
interest. A full set of subject links will be attached to Google 
Classroom.
Art - https://www.royalacademy.org.uk/articles /tag/podcasts 
Economics - Use the Khan Academy resources to revise  the A-
level course in preparation for  university
Geography:Adventures  in the Anthropocene: A Journey to  the 
Heart of the Planet we Made  (Gaia Vince) Introduction to  
Geopolitics [3rd Edition](Colin Flint)
Essay and project writing skills: 
https://www.open.edu/openlearn/education-development/essay-
and-report-writing-skills/content-section-0?active-
tab=description-tab



Get in there
Attend a university lecture in your area of interest.  

Google search: “Free online open lectures”

Lots of unis have them but 
here’s a link and list from 
Southampton University.  

https://www.southampton.
ac.uk/schools-

colleges/ask-the-
expert.page

https://www.southampton.ac.uk/schools-colleges/ask-the-expert.page


Choose one of the courses from the range of providers (to 
the right) to broaden your CV, prepare you for university 

level study and / or increase your competitive advantage for 
employment. 

Complete a MOOC https://www.futurelearn.com/courses/preparing-to-
learn-online-at-university
https://www.futurelearn.com/courses/english-
academic-study
https://www.futurelearn.com/courses/research-project
https://www.futurelearn.com/courses/preparing-for-uni
https://www.futurelearn.com/courses/critical-thinking-
at-university

https://www.futurelearn.com/courses/preparing-to-learn-online-at-university
https://www.futurelearn.com/courses/english-academic-study
https://www.futurelearn.com/courses/research-project
https://www.futurelearn.com/courses/preparing-for-uni
https://www.futurelearn.com/courses/critical-thinking-at-university


Do a mini MOOC
Massive range of options - here’s a sample!  Great if a 

MOOC is too long for you - this will give you a quick dive 
option.  https://www.open.edu/openlearn/

https://www.open.edu/openlearn/


Learn to touch 
type

For free!
https://www.typingclub.com/spo

rtal/program-3.game

https://www.typingclub.com/sportal/program-3.game


Learn to budget
Research a budgeting app to see if any suit your particular 
circumstances, approach to technology and lifestyle.  Be 

careful about what information you are making available to 
companies though.  Don’t do it unless you feel 100% 

comfortable.  Talk to your parents about it if you’re unsure.  
Practice this now for a couple of months before you get to 

uni.



Get ‘Well’ ahead
Research the student wellbeing service at your preferred 

university.  What do they offer?  How do you access them?  
Is it worth you getting in touch before you arrive?  



Get travel savvy
Consider buying a 16-25 railcard.  What are the 

advantages/disadvantages?  Is it worthwhile?  Even if you 
won’t need it to get between home and university, will you 

use it to visit friends in other places?



Bank on being a 
student

Student Bank Account
Do some research into what’s on offer and which will be the 
best deal for you - moneysavingexpert.com is a good place to 

start with your research.

https://www.moneysavingexpert.com/students/student-
bank-account/
Have you looked at products such as Starling Bank and 
Monzo cards?  Some people swear by them for good 
money management.  

https://www.moneysavingexpert.com/students/student-bank-account/


Find out about 
finance

Apply for Student Finance/Review your progress and watch 
this video on student loans. https://www.gov.uk/apply-online-for-student-finance

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mO_rAsMuAlM

https://www.gov.uk/apply-online-for-student-finance
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mO_rAsMuAlM


Read ahead
Go to your preferred university’s homepage and search for 
course reading lists.  Find one or two of the resources and 

get ahead with your reading.  



Be guided
Use the Subject Guides in UCAS to widen your understanding 
of the field you intend to study at university and the career 
opportunities that could follow your undergraduate study.  



Seek good advice 
Use respected websites to research careers, jobs, university 

courses, apprenticeship options and then refine your search… 
for you.

https://www.prospects.ac.uk



Know before you 
go

...important things that aren’t usually talked about, but are 
important to think about at this transition point in your life. 
We know that not all life’s lessons need to be learned the hard 
way. Sometimes knowing what to expect and getting some tips 
on what to do can go a long way to finding your own way.

https://www.studentminds.org.uk/uploads/3/7/8/4/3784584
/180813_kbyg_interactive.pdf

https://www.studentminds.org.uk/uploads/3/7/8/4/3784584/180813_kbyg_interactive.pdf


Get yourself a 
unibuddy

Speak to someone who’s been there and done it using 
Unibuddy

Register and log into Unibuddy through UCAS and chat 
to someone who’s already studied your course.  Find out 

everything you need to know.  
https://www.ucas.com/chat-to-students

https://www.ucas.com/chat-to-students


Cook up a storm
Get in the kitchen and try out some cheap, simple but 

delicious dishes
https://www.bbcgoodfood.com/recipes/c
ollection/student

https://www.bbcgoodfood.com/recipes/collection/student


Make a keepsake
Get creative and make something small but beautiful to 

remind you of all the love and kindness you have waiting for 
you at home.  It can sit on your shelf at uni for the times you 

need it.  



Work towards 
work...

Find a Job
Find a traineeship

Find an apprenticeship

Get ahead of the competition and look for potential part-time 
employers near your University / College. Make sure that your CV 
is up to date and think about what you might like to do and how 
many hours you can afford to give up to a part-time / casual job.

https://www.gov.uk/find-a-job

https://www.gov.uk/find-traineeship

https://www.gov.uk/apply-apprenticeship

https://www.gov.uk/find-a-job
https://www.gov.uk/find-traineeship
https://www.gov.uk/apply-apprenticeship

