
ICT at Southborough High School 

The Importance of ICT

ICT has increasing importance 
within the school curriculum. Not 
only does it support teaching and 
learning within other curriculum 
subjects, but it is also a subject in its 
own right. Developing skills, knowl-
edge and understanding in the use 
of ICT prepares pupils to use such 
technologies in their everyday and 
working lives. ICT tools enable pu-
pils to access, share, analyse and 
present information gained from a 
variety of sources and in many dif-
ferent ways.

The use of ICT provides opportuni-
ties for pupils to work both collabo-
ratively and independently, to con-
sider which ICT tools best suit the 

task in hand and to know when and 
when not to use ICT to complete 
such a task. As such, the role of ICT 
within the curriculum is not only to 
enhance the learning experiences 
of pupils but also to help them de-
velop the skills essential to partici-
pate effectively, both now and in 
the future.

ICT at Southborough is taught to 
enable all our students to under-
stand how ICT is used in the wide 
world, especial in the business 
world. In both key stage 3 and 4 
pupils receive ICT as discrete les-
sons on the timetable.In year 7 pu-
pils receive up to two lessons a 
week of ICT. They are introduced to 
the school network, given user 

names and passwords and shown 
how to create a file structure to 

save their work in. In the first few 
weeks they will complete a baseline 
test which allows use to see where 
they are in terms of their develop-
ment in ICT skills and the national 
curriculum.
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In Year 10 and 11 pupils will receive between three to six lessons per week depending on 
the course they opt to do.

The core ICT is the Aida/Cida from Edexcel (Award/ Certificate in Digital Applications). This 
course can gain the pupils up to two GCSE’s in ICT by the end of Year11. It has two modules, 
Using ICT which is taken in year 10 and Graphics taken in Year 11 by those who have 
passed unit 1.

Many students opt to do the extra three hours per week to complete the Dida ( Diploma in 
Digital Applications), which is worth four GCSE’s. The final two modules are Multimedia and 
ICT in Enterprise.
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Lesson in year 7 centre around the 
pupils improving the skills they 
learnt in primary school on the ba-
sic Microsoft packages, as well as 
being introduced to new packages 
from macromedia such as Fireworks 
and Dreamweaver. Tasks include 
editing movie clips to create a 
presentation and creating a new set 
of top trumps.

In year 7 pupils undertake short 
projects which will enhance the 
knowledge of the software, as well 
helping to give them a better un-
derstanding of the use of ICT in the 
real world.

In year 8 pupils receive 2 lessons a 
week of ICT. During this year pupils 
will continue to develop their skills 
in all the basic software packages, 
as well as continuing to learn new 
how to use new software such as 
Flowol and Crocodile ICT (control 
Software). Tasks include creating 
websites and a virtual Tour of the 
school.

Throughout the year the tasks set 
will increase in difficulty, in order to 
challenge the pupil’s skills and un-
derstanding of the software. During 
the year it is expected that the stu-
dents will become more autono-
mous in their use of ICT.

In year 9 pupils receive 2 lessons a 
week of ICT. The work tasks are set 
as larger projects which are carried 
out in groups or as individuals de-
pending on the project. The aim is 
to complete their skills in the basic 
software packages and prepare 
them for GCSE and beyond.

Projects include an advertisement 
campaign for a sports shoe, in 
which they have to plan, design 
and create both a magazine and a 
30 second TV advert and a CSI 
style investigation to find the killer 
by completing each of the assigned 
tasks. Through these project pupils 
will gain a better understanding of 
planning and managing a larger 
project.

ICT Clubs

The ICT department resources - 
both computers and staff - are 
available during lunchtimes and 
after school to ensure that all stu-
dents have access outside of lesson 
time.

What about after 16?

In the 6th form pupils with the cor-
rect qualifications, can enrol on 
either the Single or Double Applied 
ICT course. The focus is on develop-
ing communication and decision 
making skills using ICT.

On the AS single the modules are:

•The information Age
•The Digital Economy 
•The Knowledge Worker 
On the double you will also do

•System Design and Installation 
•Web Development 
•Technical Support 

For most units pupils will need to 
create E-portfolios to show the work 
they have done during the year, 
but three of them are assignments 
set by the exam board that ask pu-
pils to carry out “hands on tasks”. 

ICT Infrastructure

We've made a large invest-
ment in re-fitting and re-
designing all of our three IT 
suites, in addition, to upgrad-
ing facilities throughout the 
school. This includes two Ap-
ple Mac suites.

Our extensive network, is now 
linked via a high-speed fibre-
optic backbone and has been 
designed to ably cope with 
bandwidth-intensive applica-
tions such as real-time video.

Our network backbone, in-
cluding links to our servers, is 
built upon Gigabit Ethernet 
technology, using industry 
standard CiSCO switches, al-
lowing a bandwidth of 1GHz 
(1000MHz).

All our servers and worksta-
tions have also been up-
graded to provide users with 
a faster working environment.

Welcome to the school’s 
Managed Learning Envi-
ronment (MLE)
Our learning platform is pro-
vided and managed for us by 
it's learning and Viglen. If you 
are a member of the school’s 
community you will be able to 
take part in this exciting new 
venture for us in the Royal 
Borough of Kingston upon 
Thames by logging in via the 
school’s own website.

This is a marvelous resource 
for us all to share, to help us 
work and study by ourselves 
and in partnership and col-
laboration with others.


